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    PREAMBLE


    Commissioned by the General Congregation, Fr. Miguel Giráldez has written this Manual on the Piarist Ministry, aimed in particular to the formation of the young Piarists and also the numerous teachers who carry out the Piarist mission on so many and such diverse platforms.


    One of the needs that we have detected is the availability of “Manuals” that can help us move forward in training in different areas of the life and mission of the Pious Schools. In this perspective has recently been published a Manual of History of the Pious Schools*, and now a second Manual, on the Piarist Ministry, comes to light.


    The aim of this publication is both simple and profound: it seeks to contribute to the proper understanding of the vision which had Saint Joseph Calasanz on the Piarist Ministry, about how it should be exercised and how people had to be prepared to assume it, to embody it and to develop it.


    It takes its title from a well-known letter from the Holy Founder** in which Calasanz invites a religious to come to Rome to “communicate you, with charity, the Spirit that the Lord has given me”. This is the axis of the book you hold in your hands: the Charisma of Calasanz, gift of the Holy Spirit, is inseparable from the Education Ministry, and in it are found piety, the spirit, the fear of God, the Christian doctrine, letters, virtues, everything united in an educational spirituality deeply experienced by Calasanz and expressed in numerous writings and in a especially significant way in his Constitutions and in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti.


    Our Holy Founder expresses it with force in the Proem of his Constitutions, picked up literally in the current Constitutions of the Order: “Religious institutions tend to perfection through the exercise of their Ministry, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit”. “Therefore”, continues Calasanz, “it will be the mission of our Institute to teach children the fundamental methods of reading correctly, writing, computation, the Latin language, and especially piety and Christian Doctrine. All this must be accomplished with as much expertise as possible”.


    The Order must be a faithful and creative carrier and promoter of this extraordinary gift of God to the Church and to the world, for the sake of the children and young people, especially the poor: the charism and Ministry lived by Calasanz, embodied by many generations of Piarists, and shared today, in a committed and generous way, by so many people that contribute to the development of the Piarist education.


    We hope that this handbook will contribute to appropriate training of those who discover in Calasanz a gift of the Spirit for them, and in particular, to the many young people who come to the Pious Schools as a generous response to the vocation received from God.


    I thank Fr. Miguel Giráldez’ work in writing these pages and I wish that their content be rich and motivating for everyone.


    Fr. Pedro Aguado, Sch. P.


    INTRODUCTION


    Letter 3913 (Date: 1642)


    1. A unique charism received from the Spirit


    A quote from the little book “Shared Mission in the Pious Schools” 1 in the Document on Ministry, approved by the XLIII General Chapter, places us before the word “Ministry” and fills it with content and indicates its origin, which is none other than the Charism that Calasanz received as a gift from God:


    Every ministry in the Church is a concrete way of collaborating in the mission of announcing and initiating the Gospel of the Kingdom that Jesus entrusted to his disciples. Calasanz, inspired by the unique charism received from the Spirit, enriched the Church through being a pioneer in his unique mission of evangelizing 2.


    It is clear that our charism was a charism accepted by the Church from the moment that Pope Paul V approved the Order of the Clerks Regular Poor of the Mother of God of the Pious Schools. Not even when the Order was downgraded to a Congregation was the charism questioned. They only questioned the judicial and formal aspects of the Order. As a result, the charism of Joseph Calasanz is taken on as a charism of the Church, and even today it continues to live and multiply the life in the Church-People of God and serves not only believers but all men and women that wish to receive it.


    Our Ministry and our Identity depend on our Charism. Charism and Ministry are inseparable. It is like saying life and work; Spirit and action, which are intimately united and cannot be separated from one another; Charism and Ministry that have been evolving, enriching and being enriched over more than 450 years. The Spirit, its author, continues to act in the Church and in the world and thus in us, maintaining us and keeping alive charism and ministry. We continue to live in the faith and the unique way in which we follow the Lord and which the Church continues to approve today as a specific and unique way of living out our Faith and Mission.


    Charism and Ministry. Charism and Mission. They are an indissoluble unit; they are the maximum expression of our Identity. Without this union, there is no Piarist identity, nor a Calasanzian identity. We must always keep this premise in mind.


    Starting here, we will begin to enter into the memory and the prophecy. We will draw upon the sources and discover what it was that Calasanz felt and lived with regards to Ministry. We will find that the ministry of Calasanz continues to be a prophecy for current times and it will cause us to question our knowledge and experience of it. We will deepen our knowledge of its roots, which, as the Second Vatican Council said, are what inspire our renovation and a better experience of our Charism and Ministry.


    2. Coordinate in time and space


    When we define our deepest choices (Calasanz, the Pious School), when we draw near to the charism and ministry, we do not do so from a vacuum, but rather from a very clear vision, drawn from “the life” that began with Calasanz and continued in the Pious Schools.


    Let us then situate “that life” in time and space in order to be able to properly frame the context of everything we say and do. Everything that I say here is already known, but it is good to remember its fundamental aspects.


    Let’s begin with what Calasanz said in the Constitutions: “If from the earliest infancy, children are imbued with piety and letters, a good life will be expected of them”. In this way we will establish the coordinates; we’ll begin with Calasanz’s earliest infancy and we’ll see that even there our unique history had already begun.


    At the beginning of his life


    Applying the quote mentioned above, we will see how everything that he was later to be, had foundations in his early life.


    His family was a simple family, rural, reputable, Aragonese from the 16th century. A believing and committed family, it was where he began to grow and where the adult and Roman Calasanz had his beginning.


    The first steps


    Joseph Calasanz was not going to be an educator. It was neither his vocation nor his intention. He was born in a little town in the north of what is today the province of Huesca, below the Pyrenees, in the Kingdom of Aragon3, called Peralta de la Sal. It was the year 1557. His father, Pedro Calasanz, was the village blacksmith and bayle during twenty years of a barony that included nine villages. It was the job of the bayle to collect and administer the taxes and tributes, and at the same time, to be a judge in fiscal matters. Thus, he belonged to a family with a certain notoriety, although neither noble nor very wealthy. They were simply hijosdalgos, the last scale of the “notables”, and thus the seal that they used, which was shared by all the Calasanz’s from their circle.


    But, that’s not all. The secondary school of the Trinitarians and the universities of Lérida, Valencia, Alcalá de Henares, again in Lérida, and possibly, in Barcelona, were the other places that forged his heart of faith and his scientific mind. From the light of God4 that illuminates, present in his family and from the light of men, Calasanz grew.


    Some highlights of his life as a student show us his path. He was “conseller” in Lérida, a position that today could be compared to being a delegate or representative of the students similar to the function of “student assistant” in Barbastro that corresponds, in today’s terms, to the students that collaborate with the academic departments and volunteer to help others.


    His priestly vocation found fertile soil and grew. This vocation was channeled into intense labor as a pastor and priest and a glimpse can be seen, just as during his student life, of his inclination towards education. Some examples are his efforts to train his servant in the Seu (cathedral) and his friendship with Gervás de las Eras who founded secondary schools in the Diocese of Urgell.


    What did Joseph want to be? A priest, clearly. He wanted to dedicate himself to the good of the parishioners of one of the parishes of his diocese, Seo de Urgell. We know that at thirteen and a half years of age, his parents found out about little Joseph’s vocation to the priesthood. It is clear because in the will that his father dictated on March 8, 1571, “in one of the clauses charges and directs his son who is heir, who had the same name as the Father, don Pedro, not only to decently maintain [Joseph], giving him anything necessary, but also trusting that he would join the clergy, make sure that he receive the necessary patrimony to take holy orders, if there were no longer any income from the inheritance”5.


    Joseph’s desire from a very young age was to be a priest, and despite the different difficulties he had to go through, he was able to become what he so desired to be, and what God wanted from him. Thus, on December 17, 1583, don Hugo Ambrosio de Moncada, his ordinary bishop, ordained him priest in the castle of Sanahuja, winter palace of the Bishops of Urgell, and the diocese of Joseph Calasanz.


    From 1583, year of his ordination, until 1592, when he went to Rome, Calasanz lived out his priesthood in different ways. First in the diocese of Barbastro, with Bishop Fray Felip Urríes, a Dominican. He was named to his staff and “was chosen as an aide for studies,” a kind of teacher of a group of pages that helped in the cathedral.


    After the death of D. Felipe de Urríes we find Calasanz with D. Gaspar de la Figuera, bishop of Albarracín and future Bishop of Lérida. He met him in the Courts of the Crown of Aragón, carried out in Monzón. At the Courts, among other issues, they studied the reform of the Augustine Friars, which formed part of the reformist lined desired by King Felipe II. And they chose Calasanz as secretary. After the Courts of Monzón, he accompanied his bishop, Gaspar de la Figuera, to Montserrat, where there was a large community of Benedictine monks, among whom there was division. The bishop, despite Joseph’s warnings, dies under odd circumstances. Then Joseph, having no bishop, decides to go to his diocese, Seo de Urgell.


    There he met a holy man, Bishop Andrés Capilla (we will talk later of him), who soon named him to his staff as provisor. Shortly thereafter, he was named Visitor of the archpriestship of Tremp. This is how he began to meet frequently with the simple people of the village. He visited the parishes, procured their renovation, attended to the priests that truly needed him. As the bishop saw the effects of Calasanz’s labor, he was named solicitor, visitor and reformer of the officialates of Sort, Tirvia and Cardós, small villages in the middle of the mountains that no one paid any attention to, and that were surrounded by dangers. Joseph gave himself fully to his priestly vocation; this was why he had become a priest, this was what he ardently desired.


    The end of his life


    Seeking the peak of his priestly career, he went to Rome in search of a canonicate and a position from his Bishop and there he lodged in the palace of Cardinal Colonna working as tutor of the Cardinal’s nephews. In 1592, he wrote to Mosen Teixidor, the pastor of Peralta, and states: “…parents that make their children learn letters leave them the best possible inheritance”6. The letter referred to his sister and to his brother-in-law. They are the parents mentioned in this letter sent to the parish priest of Peralta de la Sal. During the first part of his stay in Rome, he belonged to different confraternities that sought to improve the spiritual and material conditions of the people.


    The contact with the real poverty of everyday people and his own spiritual evolution led Calasanz to discover a new and fundamental means to carry out social reform (reform of the Christian republic) from the grassroots: the education of the working class. He states: “With respect to the beginning of the Pious Schools, I found myself with two or three (laypeople) from Christian Doctrine that would cross the Tiber River to give classes in certain schools in St. Dorotea”7.


    Joseph Calasanz focused his attention and compassion on the children. He confirmed their lack of religious knowledge, despite the catechetical work that was being carried out in the Roman churches. He also confirmed that, barring a few exceptions, the few students in school in Rome’s neighborhoods had to pay, and the very poor could not do so. Thus came illiteracy, and all the negative effects on children of being loose and idle all day in a city such as Rome in the 17th Century.


    All of this, together with the disappointment he suffered with regards to his canonical aspirations, led to a sudden change. From traditional pastoral workin which he had been educated, he moved on to a new type of pastoral work that centered on the school as a place for evangelizing and an instrument for global reform of the Christian society of his time.


    Based on his experience of relationship with the poor and based on this School, he had a definitive encounter with God. This encounter was summed up in the famous phrase: “Ho trovato in Roma miglior modo de servire a Dio con aggiutare questi poveri figliuoli e né lo lascero per cosa alcuna del mondo” (I have found in Rome the best way of serving God through helping these poor children, and I will not leave it for anything in the world”)8.


    3. A specific ministry


    The Ministry of Calasanz began before the Constitutions were written, but we will begin our overview with them, as it was the first effort that Calasanz made to put down in writing God’s gift to him, first as a personal charism, and then as a charism for the Church.


    The Constitutions were written for the Pauline Congregation, as he didn’t write new ones when the Order was approved, in part due to how fast the approval came. But that does not make it less true that if we want to deepen our understanding of how the Founder lived out and felt these Constitutions, we should deepen our study of what they say. For this, we will refer to the copy that he used and underlined and in which he wrote margin notes. We will also examine the foundational documents, and among them, the most important of which are the Remembrance of Cardinal Tonti, his letters, other remembrances, documents that he read and used, testimonies… We will carry out this path of research and learning, with our eyes and situated in our period in time. From the sources (16th and 17th centuries), and although it seems like a contradiction, we will update the concept that we have of Calasanzian ministry, discovering that Calasanz still teaches us how to continue evangelizing children and youth with our educational work.


    I have taken from section one of the Preamble of the Constitutions of Calasanz, the title of this section we are considering: “In the Preamble of the Constitutions, it highlights the fact that our ministry of evangelizing children and youth through a complete education has characteristic priorities aimed towards children and youth, especially the poor, from early ages and can only be carried out based on a personal option of living for the Gospel; only through integrating ministry and life, the Piarist educator will be able to be a true Cooperator of the Truth”9.


    The Preamble is the table of contents of everything we will discover. It summarizes in each one of its affirmations, that personal option of life for the Gospel. Let’s begin, then, by reading what Calasanz said as a fruit of the reflection of what he felt and wanted for himself and his “Congregation.”


    “PREAMBLE


    1. In the Church of God, Religious Institutes, guided by the Holy Spirit pursue the perfection of love as their genuine goal through their specific ministry. Likewise our Congregation is determined to accomplish it through the specific apostolate entrusted to it by His Holiness Paul V, of happy memory, Vicar of Christ on earth.


    2. The Ecumenical Councils, the Fathers of the Church, as well as the best thinking philosophers, unanimously agree that the reform of Christian society depends on the diligent practice of this mission. Because if children, from their earliest years are instructed diligently in piety and letters, it must undoubtedly be expected that their whole life will be a happy one.


    3. We must humbly hope that Almighty God, who called us to work in this most fruitful harvest will give us the necessary means to become competent co-operators with the Truth. Nevertheless, under the guidance that governs the universe and cautioned by the example of the Saints, we have judged necessary to protect our Institute with the present Constitutions.


    4. And since we profess to be authentic Poor of the Mother of God, we shall never look down in any way on poor children but with great patience and love we shall try to enrich them with every good quality, especially in view of the words of the Lord: “What you did to one of the least of my little ones this you did to me”.


    5. It will be, therefore, the mission of our Institute to educate young boys in the fundamentals of reading, writing, arithmetic, the Latin language, and especially piety and Christian Doctrine. All this must be accomplished with the most efficient and simple methods.


    6. The mission to which we dedicate ourselves is so important that it demands ministers well-endowed with great patience, love and other virtues. Therefore, careful consideration must be given to those who will be admitted and those who will be rejected to share in our apostolate”10.


    This magnificent Preamble is the most original and novel document with respect to Calasanz’s thought and his life experiences. He based it to a large extent on the constitutions of other Orders and some aspects were copied. He did not have sufficient time to create it all on his own. He needed approval quickly and he wanted to make sure that he wrote the right thing, and nothing better than to base it on what had already been approved. However, together with this Preamble, everything related to “specific ministry” is his original work.


    Therein I obtain the table of contents of what we will discuss:


    1. The Spirit at the Beginning: “under the guidance of the Holy Spirit”.


    2. An Incarnated Spirituality: “tend towards the fullness of charity as your genuine goal”.


    3. Action: “through the exercise of their specific ministry”.


    4. The subject: “efficacious (suitable) co-operators with the Truth”.


    5. Where everything comes together: “diligently imbued with Piety and Letters. Spirit and Letters”.


    6. A new way of understanding education: “diligent practice of the mission”.


    7. Conclusion.


    1. THE SPIRIT AT THE BEGINNING: “UNDER THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT”


    Constitutions of Calasanz (Date: 31/01/1622)


    1. The ministry begins with the Charism: The spirit that the Lord has given him.


    The Holy Spirit is the author of the charism and thus of our identity, what we now enjoy and have. So it was in its origin, and today, the same Spirit keeps it alive.


    Calasanz says of the Spirit:


    The voice of God is the voice of the Spirit that comes and goes, touches the heart and continues; one doesn’t know where it comes from or when it blows; thus it is much more important to always be vigilant so that it does not come unexpectedly and pass by leaving no fruit11.


    Currently, we Piarists say in our Constitutions, “The Spirit of prayer is nourished and consolidated with silence and little talking, in the midst of which the voice of God is heard more clearly, a voice that blows where it wills. Thus it is extremely valuable to be listening always, so that it will not present itself unexpectedly and pass by without leaving fruit”12.


    In an attitude of prayer, “listening and silence,” Calasanz clearly hears the voice of God that is the voice of the Spirit, which touches his heart. Starting there, he begins to see and feel in a different way the same reality that he had already seen and felt many times. Due to this change in his outlook, he began “the highest adventure” (title of a book by E. Iniesta about Calasanz) that continues today and in which all of you are participants.


    I invite you to, in an attitude of “listening and silence” to continue responding with an open heart to what Calasanz proposes to us today, and that, many years ago, he was already proposing to a Piarist different from us:


    With this mailing, I am sending a letter to Fr. Giovanni Luca, in which I manifest with paternal affection how much I wish to communicate to him, with charity, the spirit that the Lord has given me; and I exhort him, with the affection that I can, that he come to Rome, and that he stay with me for a little while, to learn the narrow road that leads to Paradise, which, once learned, becomes easy and sure (Matthew 7:14). Let’s wait to see what he answers, because I have written to him, not by anyone’s request, but on my own initiative, and for his own true good13.


    Today, with that same affection, he calls us to discover in ourselves “the spirit that the Lord has given you” which changed his heart, his life and his work. This “touch” that made him discover the poor children in a different way from how he had already seen them so many times in the streets of Rome when he wolked through them. This new way of seeing, feeling and acting that begins to form will be our Identity, our charism and ministry; our charism and mission.


    A new way of feeling and acting, this will be the identity of his Work, and will continue to be our Work, the Work of his Order, which continues to be our Order. Even during the moments in which he was betrayed, abandoned, and deposed as Father General; during those times in which he was taken to the inquisition; during those times in which it wasn’t well looked upon to support Galileo; during the days that he turned 90 years old, “the touch” of the Spirit continued to be alive, strong and ready to fight.


    A very old Calasanz, fallen into disgrace and with many enemies, when the Order was downgraded to a simple congregation, and he was no longer the superior, in 1646 he writes “To Father José Fedele:


    Finally, yesterday afternoon, at 11:00 P.M., the Brief came out regarding our Order, and it was read by Mr. José Palamolla. Through this Brief, the Order has been downgraded to a Congregation… They have not dispensed the vows, but if anyone wishes to move to other Orders, they have permission.


    With regards to the Nazarene School, the Pope says in this Brief that the Auditors of the Rota can decide whatever they wish, as long as they respect the intention of Cardinal Tonti, the testator. Our friend is there. I do not know what I should hold on to. I say this, even though I do not want another Order, but just to be in this one, in this way, for as long as God wishes14.


    To be and not only to do from the charism, one must feel identified and to identify oneself, one must remain, one must be present. In thick and thin, during good times and bad, in suffering and joy, truly living out the Paschal Mystery of death and resurrection. That is what Calasanz does: Continues to be, remains, in his being, and not only in his actions. In his actions as well, but without separating them from his being. He does so from Faith and his being is transformed by the Charism that God gave him and he gave to us so that we could live it out, help it grow, watch over it, share it and transmit it.


    So he remained until death, in “silence and listening.” He was never down, never depressed. We can see this, when in this same letter, and in those that came afterward, he continued to worry about the normal, daily work of his schools.


    To be in one’s being and not only in one’s actions is to be fully enamored of the Lord, to be identified with him. Perhaps it is best expressed in this phrase that I copy below and which is from a García Márquez novel: “Love in the Time of Cholera”. “She could not conceive of a husband better than hers had been, and yet she found more difficulties than pleasures in the memory of her life, too many mutual misunderstandings, useless arguments, unresolved angers. Suddenly she sighed: It is incredible how one can be so happy for so many years in the midst of so many squabbles, so many problems, damn it, and not really know if it was love or not. By the time she had finished unburdening herself, someone had turned off the moon”.


    A question comes to mind: Are we only happy in our actions or are we really happy due to our identification with and love in the Lord? Have we accepted the Spirit that transforms us and makes us love everyone, and in particular, the poor?


    I think that this describes the fact that we are happy and contented in our actions, in ministry, in pastoral and educational work, but we might be missing “The Being.” Full identification with the Lord, being fully enamored and totally consecrated: “It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me” (Gal 2:20) From that place, actions would be evangelization, joyful announcement, from our educational work among children and youth, especially the poor.


    One must thank God because we are here, we remain, in silence and listening like Calasanz, in order to continue living out and watching over this precious gift that God has given us. We continue living normally and occupying ourselves with our daily activities, our mission. We do this in order to continue evangelizing, as this is why the Lord sent us.


    ANNEX 1: For personal reflection:

    “Let none be admitted except for youth of very good intelligence and very good spirit”.


    Many authors have defined our Ministry as “a charismatic ministry,” that is to say united to the charism, imbued with the Holy Spirit.


    When Calasanz says, “and very good spirit”, I ask myself and I ask you, what he meant when he said: “and now they are the teachers of others and they do not have the spirit to communicate it to the students” (EP. 2835. Date: 04/03/1638).


    “May the Lord give Your Reverence and whoever is in the Province a large spirit so that you may all be of great benefit to your neighbor” (EP. 2914. Date: 07/31/1638).


    Now we have the opportunity to discover what this meant from the sources themselves:


     What did Calasanz understand by Spirit-spirit? How did he live it out? What relationship was there between spirit and ministry? What relationship is there between charism and ministry?


     Compare with document Ministry: “The Piarist Ministry...” in Shared Mission in the Pious Schools, p. 11, Madrid: ICCE, 1999.


    SPIRIT IN THE LETTERS OF CALASANZ


    
      	Those who dedicate themselves to writing should not do so for just two or three years and stop, but rather, when some, due to their strong intellect, are able to teach, they should continue for ten, or fifteen or twenty years; nevertheless, they should receive, from time to time, a rest to renew their strength and spirit, and in this way become men of excellence in this craft. Only youth of very strong intelligence and a very good spirit should be admitted to study the higher sciences, and they should be chosen by the General Congregation; these sciences should be explained in their house to those from the house itself (To each one of the Cardinals: B. Giustiniani, Lancellotti, Bichi, Rome, October 1615).


      	May his Divine Majesty give your Very Reverend Paternity such spirit and strength that in very few years this Congregation may be the first in the vineyard of the Lord and in spiritual growth. This is what I, though a most vile sinner, ask daily. And finally, with all reverence and humility I greet you and all the other Fathers one by one. In Rome on June 24, 1616. (EP. 8).


      	On my behalf request a thousand times to Fr. Gaspar (Dragonetti) and together with Mr. Cósimo, to tell me how Marcelo Ceci behaves both in letters as well as in spirit (EP. 48. Date: 08/11/1620).


      	I am displeased by Ansano’s lack of spirit, but he shall repent of this if he does not change his ways (EP. 61. Date: 06/01/1621).


      	Not just of the name, but also of the elevated thoughts and large spirit of the great Pontiff Gregory XIII, upon giving this Work the strength and perfection that is necessary to help the world, almost all of which longs for and searches for it (EP. 73.1. Date: 03/16/1621).


      	With this you shall receive a letter from you brother complaining that he has not been answered after having written many times, and it seems to me that he is right, that if the religious is a man of spirit as he should be, he can answer and receive good results from the exhortation to live spiritually (EP. 74. Date: 03/30/1621).


      	The most meritorious, to establish and put into practice, with all the charity in the Church, a remedy that is efficacious, preventative and cures evil, guides and illuminates towards good, destined to all youth in any condition and, thus, to all men that pass through this age first through letters and the spirit, good habits and manners, the light of God and of the world… (Date: 1621. AGSP, RC. n. 69 Memorial for Cardinal Tonti).


      	It is good at the beginning to suffer for different reasons some inconveniences, as that is the work of the Superior: receive upon himself the attacks to defend his subjects. Seek that they do not suffer with regards to food and even less so with regards to rest due to dampness or cold. Recommend prayers for me greatly to all the Brothers and pray to the Lord that he may give them a spirit to suffer a little for Christ in recompense for all that he suffered out of love for us. May the Lord bless us all. Amen (EP. 81. Date: 08/25/1621).


      	With respect to Brother Julio, I believe that he has acquired very little spirit and that he is like a child, wishing to be in his country where he can do nothing more than always delay things. I have great compassion for him and I disguise things a little out of respect for m. Pablo. But I would like to see his growth, which would be to learn to serve God and to be a religious with spirit (EP. 111. Date: 07/18/1622).


      	… pass all day eating because they do not think on things of the spirit, nor do they know how to pray, but rather as men… (EP. 112. Date: 08/04/1622).


      	Here he had started to do well, and if he had continued in this way for a couple of years, he would have had a strong base and shown growth in the way of the spirit (EP. 118. Date: 08/30/1622).


      	May the Holy Spirit guide you safely to Rome and assist you always in your actions (From the Pious Schools in Rome, EP. 125. Date: 09/23/1622).


      	The voice of God is the voice of the spirit that comes and goes, touches a heart and passes by; one doesn’t know where it comes from or where it blows; so it is very important to be ever watchful so that it does not come without warning and pass by without fruit. Rome, November 23, 1622 (EP. Date: 11/23/1622).


      	That is why, it would please me greatly, if he would humble himself with that Brother, both because he is younger in age and in time of profession, as well as [because] his friendship could be good for him for the things of the spirit (EP. 146. Date: 02/26/1623).


      	We will see the spirit that these youth have, as I would not want to repeat what happened with the last two that left very quickly. Your Reverence should observe their actions so that you can give me your opinion later (EP. 161. Date: 05/29/1623).


      	May the Lord give them health and an ever-greater spirit to better serve Him and may He bless us all always. Rome… (EP. 236. Date: 08/09/1624).


      	And with respect to moving forward with our Order, I hope that the Holy Spirit that inspired the Holy Congregation of Cardinals to make it an Order, will still give strength and spirit to those who listen to Him with humility, charity and patience (EP. 237. Date: 08/14/1624).


      	May the Lord grant that this father have the tenth part of spirit that his son has acquired in the Novitiate, or that has also been acquired by Father Sebastián in this short time that he has been in the Novitiate and he would see that it is easily obtained by working one hour in the morning and another in the cool afternoon. Mr… (EP. 239. Date: 08/21/1624).


      	It seems to me that these student novices have learned little obedience and it is necessary that they come to learn it here, for the good of the order consists of the good instruction of the novices. May the Lord give these fathers the spirit to know how to guide them well in their holy fear, which blesses us… (EP. 246. Date: 09/06/1624).


      	With regards to the rumor that our order will join with another, consider it a fable, as here, for now, no such thing shall happen, and pray to the Lord to give us spirit to serve Him with all perfection (EP. 265. Date: 11/06/1624).


      	May Father Bernardino [Niella] seek with all diligence the benefit of the scholars in letters and in spirit and he will quickly feel compensated with the hundredfold (EP. 282. Date: 01/18/1625).


      	Do not accustom yourself to pray without necessity the matins of the following day before the vespers of the current day, as without necessity one should not alter the order that the Holy Spirit has established in his Church (EP. 296. Date: 04/08/1625).


      	If Esteban wished to prepare there for the general confession to gain the Holy Year indulgence, he would do a very holy thing, so that then he can help the poor ones with more spirit (EP. 317. Date: 09/16/1625).


      	May the Lord give us health and always increase our spirit to help the poor. In Rome… (EP. 351. Date: 10/31/1625).


      	With respect to Brother Miguel, from Brandaglio, tell him on my behalf that I, when he least expects it, will become his teacher so that he may return to the path of the spirit, perhaps to the displeasure of the senses (EP. 491. Date: 08/11/1626).


      	Your reverence should desire and seek that our religious drink from this spirit of true distance from the family and not request that I give satisfaction to others going against this holy norm (EP. 531. Date: 10/04/1626).


      	…as they are his true brothers in the spirit, which is superior to the flesh, but also all the students that filled the church. His relatives, that seem to love him a lot, until today have been practically an impediment for the spirit, given that during so many years, desiring to have him close to take care of his bodily health, they have impeded his spiritual health, which he has learned about from Fr. Glicerio (who was no longer with him), upon being far from his relatives (EP. 539. Date: 10/11/1626).


      	that he should retreat to do the spiritual exercises according to our rules, as he has so much need for them; and he shows more care with things of the senses than those of the spirit (EP. 546. Date: 10/23/1626).


      	Write again to the Fathers and Brothers of Fanano that they all live in harmony and obey the Superior as if I were there in person; because that way the Holy Spirit will be among them and the issues of the house and schools will go well (EP. 549. Date: 10/29/1626).


      	Your Reverence, pray to the Lord for us, so that he give us a fervent spirit to always serve him with great perfection. May He bless us all (EP. 550. Date: 10/30/1626).


      	With respect to the observance of the Constitutions, I tell you that therein lies the perfection of the religious. A desire to relax the tenets of the Constitution, even a little, is a strong sign of little spirit and much self-love (EP. 554. Date: 11/13/1626).


      	Pray to the Lord for us, so that he may give us strength and spirit, to serve him as one should (EP. 556. Date: 11/21/1626).


      	Talking with one another around the house is a sign of very little spirit and of a lack of desire for self-improvement. There is nothing that gives me greater joy than to hear that in the house there is great silence outside of classes to attend to personal growth. May the Lord give all of you the grace to know and practice this truth, so that in this way you are better prepared and are of greater benefit to your neighbor (EP. 557. Date: 11/21/1626).


      	Tell this problem to Fr. Glicerio, and observe the spirit that this young man has, and if he is ready to return to Naples (EP. 559. Date: 11/27/1626).


      	And from hereon forward, pay more attention to Brother Lucas, and if he doesn’t give himself more to humility and to the spirit, he will have a bad time of it when he least expects it (EP. 561. Date: 12/05/1626).


      	Not only do they not advance in the path of the spirit, but they will have to give a detailed account of the scandal and poor example they give to the other brothers (EP. 565. Date: 12/12/1626).


      	With respect to the temptation of that poor priest, he has wanted to go to Spain under an assumed name to open the Pious Schools, he is so inconsistent with such poor letters and perhaps even less spirit, that he cannot do anything other than things that give a poor example (EP. 573. Date: 01/09/1627).


      	I am very disgusted that our clergy show so little desire to learn. The reason is that they do not know the great good that they would obtain for their students if they were capable of teaching them letters and spirit together. But, being negligent, they will not be capable to teach them either one (EP. 576. Date: 01/16/1627).


      	…he should change scenery a little bit, and perhaps it will help his bodily health and also that of his spirit (EP. 590. Date: 02/27/1627).


      	…if they leave Narni in company of Brother Arcángel; return this one, who has very little spirit, requesting another in his place (EP. 600. Date: 03/27/1627).


      	May He give all a fervent spirit in the observance of our blessed Constitutions (EP. 621. Date: 05/22/1627).


      	I have told Brother Juan that he should warn and mortify everyone, because it is shameful that he, who has little knowledge of letters, surpasses those with much knowledge of letters in things of the spirit (EP. 648. Date: 07/01/1627).


      	Do not stop helping him in what you can, in the body and in the spirit. May the Lord bless us all. Amen (EP. 653. Date: 07/04/1627).


      	As there are some there that take better care of their body than of the spirit, seek that they not be inspired to be lax with regards to their eating and drinking, but do this with great caution; because everything that is superfluous, or any small affection towards superfluous things, darkens the intelligence, and makes one lose the knowledge of how to carry out mental prayer (EP. 664. Date: 07/24/1627).


      	When the weather has cooled, I will send a tailor for this house, who will carry out his task very well, and he will have a spirit similar to that of Brother Juan (EP. 681. Date: 08/21/1627).


      	I will also change Fr. Ambrosio and many others; in this way there will be a new community, with spirit, which is good (EP. 687. Date: 08/28/1627).


      	…to teach the students religious modesty and gravitas, not just letters, but also the way to live spiritually (EP. 688. Date: 08/29/1627)15.


      	With respect to the students, I will pray to the Lord that he give them a spirit to continue learning together with letters, humility, because without this virtue, they will be more hindrance than help. Exhort them, then, to embrace this virtue with great fervor (EP. 708. Date: 10/07/1627).


      	And assure everyone that, the more they turn away from property and imitate holy apostolic poverty, the richer and more fervent will be their spiritual gifts from our blessed God. May He, in his mercy, deign to spread this spirit of apostolic poverty among all our religious. Amen. Amen. Amen. (Circular letter to Fr. Casani. EP. 727a. Date: 11/15/1627).


      	If we have this holy spirit of apostolic Poverty, we will do great things in the service of God and of souls, because the Lord, in place of temporal poverty, that we will truly profess, will give an abundance of the spiritual riches that are so valuable (EP. 729. Date: 11/19/1627)16.


      	It seems that Francesco Antonio, I don’t say this to the other older ones, will be left behind in letters, as they have already left him quite, quite far behind in the spirit (EP. 754. Date: 12/30/1627).


      	In the foundation of houses, it is necessary that you seek to give good example, just as much in things of the spirit as in letters (EP. 756. Date: 01/01/1628).


      	He will be so happy in the things of the spirit, like in the novitiate; and at the same time he will move forward with his studies (EP. 789. Date: 02/19/1628).


      	With respect to Brother Juan Bautista, I realize very well that he is more of a hindrance than a help in that house. Your Reverence, send him to me as soon as you can, so that he may return a little to the path of the spirit (EP. 807. Date: 03/14/1628).


      	…he can offer great service to God and be useful to his neighbor, giving the best that he can not only for the schools, but also for the observance of our Piarists. He now needs double the spirit to respond to the laypeople that will go there and the students that go there to learn (EP. 822. Date: 04/15/1628).


      	because the spirit and fervor in the service of God is easily lost with a little complacence (EP. 828. Date: 04/26/1628).


      	I’m sending you a letter from Carcare, from Fr. Diomedes, who is doing well; every Sunday and feast day in the afternoon, when he publicly exposes the Holy Sacrament due to the current needs of peace, he provides a spiritual reflection, where many from the village attend and are greatly satisfied. May the Lord grant him an ever more fervent spirit for the greater good of souls (EP. 852. Date: 05/21/1628).


      	With respect to Brother Juan Francisco, even though he has consoled his parents, only God knows how much spirit he will lose; few people know how much a religious loses going to his country (EP. 869. Date: 06/09/1628).


      	With respect to the three parents of the novices, you can tell them that, once they have made the profession, I will send them there so that they may see them and realize how much progress they have made in the spirit (EP. 906. Date: 07/22/1628).


      	For that, begin to exercise him in the things of the spirit, still as a beginner, and may he not see in our religious anything that would be a bad example (EP. 919 Date: 08/10/1628


      	May the Lord give a great spirit to them all and to the superior double, as I wish for myself (EP. 926. Date: 08/19/1628).


      	Seek to take care of the last novice that has gone there, so that he learns as much calligraphy and abacus as possible; but with this, he should not relax in the spirit, but rather should continue advancing always (EP. 934. Date: 09/01/1628).


      	Everyone seek to give a good example to the seculars, not talking with them except about things of the spirit, because in this way you will be of great benefit to them (EP. 967. Date: 10/13/1628).


      	May the Lord give you all such a spirit, and may it always be to His glory (EP. 977. Date: 10/28/1628).


      	If I had sent Fr. Mateo, as I wrote yesterday, I would have sent in his place, Fr. Vicente, who was there previously, who is a priest of the spirit (EP. 982. Date: 11/01/1628).


      	May the Lord always make grow in you gentlemen spirit and fervor in service of His Divine Majesty (EP. 994. Date: 11/18/1628)17.


      	... wars. May the Lord free us of them, and to all of you may he give an ever more fervent spirit (EP. 1011. Date: 12/06/1628).


      	…since it is the highest action that one can do in this life and this work done with joy greatly pleases God, who grants his holy Spirit with the fullness of his holy gifts (EP. 1148. Date: 07/07/1629).


      	I am glad that the congregation of the scholars is going well. May the Lord always fill them with a fervent spirit (EP. 1017. Date: 12/16/1628).


      	Being so narrow cannot bring anything good to the body or to the spirit. May the Lord help with his grace in both one and the other. It does not seem good to me that the novices are so occupied, nor that they attend to the works, when they should be dedicating themselves to prayer (EP. 1157. Date: 07/14/1629).


      	Seek with all diligence for the schools to do well, both in letters, as well as in the spirit, so that, as it is our Institute, if we faithfully fulfill our task, the Lord will send us, not just the temporal help to live and erect buildings, but also spiritual graces, which for us are the true treasure, that we should seek with great interest (EP. 1167. Date: 07/28/1629).


      	To gain the diligence of a subject, the Superior must show great precaution, but above all, he should beg the Lord with fervent prayers so that He will give him the spirit to know how to faithfully fulfill the office of Superior (EP. 1191. Date: 08/25/1629).


      	With respect to the school of writing and abacus, I have written to the Father Provincial that he should have it be led by a priest or by others if they have the gifts for such a task, since that school is more important than any school of grammar and I would like there to always be a priest to attend to it in order for the students to behave as ones that were well educated in the spirit; discuss it with the Fr. Provincial as I feel that this is very important. I believe that Brother Juan will have to go to Palermo during these vacations for an issue with his father; I will write to the Father Provincial, and I will abide by whatever he decides. …In Brother Alejos, we have lost a good man of letters and of spirit; may the Lord send us others (EP. 1201. Date: 09/08/1629).


      	Soon, Brother Juan Bautista will arrive in place of Brother Domingo, for the school, and I hope that he will behave better in letters and in the spirit (EP. 1234. Date: 10/17/1629).


      	…because it is a task that, in the eyes of the world is so low and vile, few wish to lower themselves to it and God often gives 100 for 1, but if while doing it well, you have persecutions and tribulations in which, endured with patience as from the hand of God, you will find the hundredfold of spirit; and because few know how to practice this Doctrine, few receive the hundredfold of spiritual goods (EP. 1236. Date: 10/19/1629)18.


      	With respect to Brother José, the Spaniard, I believe that his temptation to leave the Order is so advanced that no persuasion will help him, because he, as someone unwise in matters of the spirit, has placed his eyes, not on his own imperfections, as he should, but on those of the others (EP. 1237. Date: 10/20/1629).


      	The bad fortune of those schools in Cárcare has manifested itself in that the member of the clergy, Pedro Pablo, young, but great in letters and much greater in modesty and spirit, has died recently in Genova. For now, I don’t have another like him to be able to send there… it is necessary that the Superior be one in charity and patience and in spirit and as a father know how to maintain his subjects in peace, and otherwise it will be his fault not only before men, but also before God (EP. 1246. Date: 11/02/1629).


      	Be especially careful with the actions of Brother Francisco, as he has very little devotion and religious spirit; but over time, this will be stopped, which will not be to his liking (EP. 1257. Date: 11/15/1629)19.


      	Brother Carlos and Marco Antonio arrived here healthy and safe but not with the spirit that I desired. They came by horse on two mules until Marino, from whence they went to Frascati on foot and then they came to Rome. They know how to confuse and fool the Superiors, although I’d say more than that they know how to fool themselves (EP. 1267. Date: 12/01/1629).


      	I agree with them taking the carpenter to the house; with respect to the payment, I believe that there they will have enough spirit and diligence to find the funds to pay for it. With respect to the costs for bread, if they don’t provide for themselves, they will find themselves without wheat and without money (EP. 1273. Date: 12/13/1629).


      	Tell Mr. Salvador that I haven’t written, but I will be very happy when the pardon arrives. With respect to the lack of spirit of Nicolás María, I know that you can’t expect, if he does not change, anything more than laxity. And if he died in that state, God knows how things would go (EP. 1275. Date: 12/15/1629).


      	They should be made to dedicate themselves with double the exercises to the acquisition of spirit because they will always favor the relaxation of the Rules and will invent things of great imperfection; make note of them in particular so that wherever they go, people will take care, if they do not change their ways (EP. 1284. Date: 01/01/1630).


      	Also write me what you know about Mr. Francisco Todino, who had to leave the habit, of whom only God knows the spirit that he has and how he will speak poorly of the Order, and if they are observant (EP. 1350. Date: 03/29/1630).


      	…tell him that I offer him, as I stated, two rooms and our refectory, with the blessing of the Holy Spirit and that he would have special favor from the Lord if he would deign to accept this offer (EP. 1352. Date: 04/04/1630).


      	With respect to Fr. Tomás, if he knows how to prepare himself to receive the Holy Spirit, the profession will be like a new baptism for him (EP. 1360. Date: 04/13/1630).


      	Our clergy from Nursia have arrived very poorly formed in the things of the spirit (EP. 1397. Date: 05/25/1630).


      	May the Lord give him the strength and the spirit to make all the novices humble and detached from the things of this world, so that they may be able to do great things wherever the Lord wishes to make use of them (EP. 1408. Date: 06/08/1630).


      	With respect to Fr. Juan Pedro, not only will he find himself unwell in the body but also in the spirit as long as he does not know how to discipline himself in his eating and drinking, which is the greatest temptation that the enemy lays out for the religious, because if he overcomes them in this, he will always overcome them in other areas because it takes away their prayer which is the channel through which their soul receives graces (EP. 1410. Date: 06/08/1630).


      	If you agree, that Father can stay for the first class, and Brother Carlos can come to Rome to learn a little bit of spirit in the novitiate (EP. 1422. Date: 06/20/1630).


      	With respect to brother Pedro Antonio, I tell you that up until now he does not know more than what he knew in the world in the area of the spirit; and he has so little wisdom that I think that it is necessary for him to learn by force, because he does not want to out of love… When he has been strengthened in the spirit we will send him to Naples, because then he will know how to help others (EP. 1424. Date: 06/22/1630).


      	And to this effect, make sure that Fr. Carlos does not punish the students, but rather confess them and upbraid them in the things of the spirit, which will accomplish much more than if he gives them classes. I fully believe that Fr. Santiago has a holy zeal, but I would like him to add holy prudence, with patience and compassion (EP. 1427. Date: 06/25/1630).


      	And accustom them to holy humility, through which they will obtain from the Lord a great light to walk easily down the path of the spirit (EP. 1448. Date: 07/27/1630).


      	The Lord will give him spirit to carry out his office, as he does so only out of love for the Lord who blesses all (EP. 1461. Date: 08/10/1630).


      	The novices should not consider it wrong to ask for permission in small things, because they should behave as children if they wish to go down the true path of the spirit (EP. 1472. Date: 08/24/1630).


      	I will also help him with prayers, so that all united together in holy charity, and bearing together our imperfections, we will make the work itself useful and give a good example to our neighbor. May the Holy Spirit always help all the Congregations for the greater glory of our God (EP. 1477. Date: 08/30/1630).


      	With respect to Brother José, the Spaniard, I believe that his temptation to leave the Order is so advanced, that no persuasion will help him, because he, as someone unwise in the area of the spirit, has placed his eyes not on his own imperfections, as he should, but on those of the others (EP. 1237. Date: 10/20/1629).


      	Truly, in order to avoid breaking the union one must know how to put up with many things, because in the Congregations, when discord enters, the spirit is lost quickly, and our enemy is the one who receives all the benefit (EP. 1486. Date: 09/07/1630).


      	Tell the Fr. Provincial about the profession of the one that they say finished the two years, that the same should not happen to him as this one; and if he is not mortified and humble, don’t admit him, because, once the profession is made; these ones start losing more and more spirit, instead of making it grow (EP. 1491. Date: 09/14/1630).


      	Seek now to remedy this in such a way that it be possible; so, even though it is a solitary and distant place, this is also very good for the novices, who should be educated with spirit (EP. 1495. Date: 09/21/1630).


      	And this obligation leads them to frequently leave behind the main obligation, which is offering help in the studies, in the things of the spirit, with doctrine and with good example (EP. 1516. Date: 11/02/1630).


      	With respect to Brother Marco Antonio [Corcioli], if he does not help himself, and he does not mend his ways, he will always be like a zero, that is of no value, even to himself, because he will not have spirit, not even for others, because he will not have a way to help, either in the letters or in the spirit20; for this reason seek to learn both one and the other (EP. 1613. Date: 05/05/1631).


      	If at home, there is not the necessary silence, diligently seek to observe it, at least as is mandated by our Constitutions, because in the house where silence is kept, there is the best possible disposition for the Holy Spirit to inspire thoughts in the religious (EP. 1970. Date: 02/12/1633).


      	They get upset about an insignificant tool or two that a companion has taken from them, and they don’t take more into account fraternal charity, which places all things in common. May God, our Lord, fill them with his holy spirit during these holy days (EP. 2037. Date: 05/14/1633).


      	May the Lord bless us all. Greet everyone for me, with my prayers that the Holy Spirit fill them up with His holy gifts (EP. 2038. Date: 05/14/1633).


      	The letter that, I believe, Your Eminence Has written to the Holy Congregation of Propaganda Fide seems to me to be the work of the Holy Spirit, because in the animus of certain Superiors there has been an infiltration of a certain aversion towards our Institute (EP. 2049. Date: 05/28/1633).


      	So that our Lord may give him many years of life with the continual assistance of the Holy Spirit to the benefit of the whole Kingdom (EP. 2132. Date: 11/05/1633).


      	With respect to the disorder of the last Lardero Thursday (“Fatty Thursday”), I believe that you spent it as seculars and not as religious, because a religious should give to the spirit according to its needs and to the body the same, and not more to the body, because it rebels against the spirit and makes him commit mortal sins, becoming, as St. Paul says, «animalis homo» (1 Cor 2:14), (EP. 2148. Date: 12/03/1633).


      	…it’s something of seculars with little spirit… But since the light of the Holy Spirit is not in him, he feels, on the contrary, aversion (EP. 2153. Date: 12/10/1633).


      	With respect to those who like wine so much, and hate the spirit of chastity, it is necessary to give them measured amounts of wine, so that they love virtue a little more, and open their intelligence to realize that, from a little more wine than is necessary, they lose the true way of praying, and they become slaves to the senses, and immersed in those things that everyone should despise (EP. 2157. Date: 12/17/1633).


      	…in that Convent of St. Bernardo, the spirit of religious perfection … May the Lord grant all of them during these Holy Feasts the Spirit of holy humility (EP. 2160 Date: 12/23/1633).


      	I don’t think that he has become so spiritual as to forget all things except God, but I would like to know if it is true that he continues to walk along the path of the spirit or that of the senses, because here we would all have great consolation due to his goodness, although the merit and the benefit are for him (EP. 2161. Date: 12/23/1633).


      	The Father and Teacher Santes Sala became a religious of great spirit in a short time, and he has given admirable fruits where he has preached and worked (EP. 2163.1. Date: 12/28/1633).


      	With respect to Brother Benito de Jesús, since the Holy Spirit has given him strength, after having left, to return to our convent, let us help him in this holy inspiration (EP. 2164. Date: 12/29/1633).


      	…ensure that the necessary norms are fulfilled according to the Constitutions, and that they help some of the caretakers to have a little spirit (EP. 2167. Date: 12/31/1633).


      	I often remind everyone of the work of the Spirit, because, if it is lost, it is hard to recover (EP. 2174. Date: 01/07/1634).


      	If ours were men of prayer, one could give them much more, but not being men of the spirit, their thoughts are centered on the senses, as is demonstrated by their resentment over an unimportant minutia. They will never give fruit either for themselves or their neighbors, as long as they don’t mortify themselves and give themselves to prayer. See, now, what work can progress without spirit. Nevertheless, among everyone that is there, there will always be two or three that give themselves to the service of God and the good of their neighbor and these few will maintain the presence of the Holy Spirit so that it will not abandon the house (EP. 2175. Date: 01/07/1634).


      	…I have written a few words about that to Brother Pedro, so that you let yourself be guided, even though some who have little spirit speak of that… It seems to me that they worry more about art than the spirit; so, watch over this, as you must do so for the good of their soul (EP. 2177. Date: 01/14/1634).


      	With respect to those from Campi, I hear say that there are four or five sick members, but I am afraid that they are much sicker in spirit than in body (EP. 2195. Date: 02/11/1634).


      	…because they don’t teach with love… and if someone does not have the care or the spirit to observe it, know for certain that he will be overcome by the enemy, and he will have wasted his work, without merit (EP. 2197 Date: 02/18/1634).


      	May the Lord give him all the strength and spirit necessary to introduce regular observance in these houses, however is desired (EP. 2204. Date: 03/04/1634).


      	If he were in a rich Order, sometimes one can be more relaxed and spend a little more, but among poor orders, and ones as poor as we are, there should be more of a spirit of holy humility, and a belief that something given to him by his natural father, as soon as it has come into his possession, has become [something] of the Order (EP. 2209. Date: 03/25/1634).


      	But as there is no spirit, he wants the feeling of being the master. It is necessary to give some excuse. And as I am exhausted from writing, I will say no more, but only submit myself to what you feel is best (EP. 2215. Date: 04/15/1634).


      	With respect to brother Julio, while he does not let go of his own wisdom, he will never be a man of spirit; I’ll write something short to him (EP. 2222. Date: 04/29/1634).


      	Truly our clergy are too arrogant and insolent; they immediately point out to the Brothers that they are laypeople and shouldn’t even compare themselves to the clergy. While there is not spirit in one group or the other, it seems to me an opportune remedy (EP. 2226. Date: 05/06/1634).


      	I remind you once again to consult everything with the Capuchin Father and Teacher, who, as he is old, lettered, prudent, and of the spirit, will always advise you well (EP. 2240.1. Date: 06/22/1634).


      	With respect to Fr. Lucas, may the Lord give him a little more spirit, as for the good of his soul, it would be better if he were outside of Naples (EP. 2244. Date: 07/01/1634).


      	I am disgusted by Fr. Juan Domingo de la Cruz, who used to be a good individual, but I am afraid that in Cárcare, where he does not have anyone to consult with, he has been damaged in the spirit (EP. 2260. Date: 08/09/1634).


      	…may his wish be, rather, to reflect in public, and if he wishes it to be beneficial, he must be very humble; if not, they will be words without spirit that don’t have any impact. Oh, how much better it would be to teach and also to preach to the students, as was done by Fr. Gaspar [Dragonetti], who was his teacher, who, having both intelligence and spirit, liked to preach to the students! (EP. 2263. Date: 08/26/1634).


      	I ask the Lord to give him strength and spirit to overcome every difficulty (EP. 2267. Date: 09/02/1634).


      	I wish I could be there to console Your Reverence in the middle of so many difficulties. I sympathize with you upon seeing that you have to deal with people that are enemies of the spirit… Here we have prayed and still pray for Mr. Vito Santiago and for all of our sick, especially those sick in the spirit (EP. 2270. Date: 09/16/1634).

    


    2. AN INCARNATED SPIRITUALITY:

    “TEND TOWARDS THE FULLNESS

    OF CHARITY AS YOUR GENUINE GOAL”


    Vicenzo Berro: Annotazioni (Date: 1664-1665)


    1. The origin of this spirituality


    The yes that Calasanz says to the charism, to the gift that God gives him, cannot come from anywhere other than from a deep spirituality, from a charismatic spirituality; and because it is a charismatic spirituality, it is made concrete in missionary action, evangelizing action. As a consequence, it is an incarnated spirituality. “A spirituality is nothing more than a vital dynamic that puts us in tune with God and leads us to act according to the Spirit of God”.


    Calasanz is vitally in tune with God in a charismatic dynamic. When he makes this dynamic and this harmony his own, he begins to work according to the Spirit of God (Charism). Charismatic work is charismatic ministry. Our ministry is deeply rooted in the “Being-being.” Calasanz did not write a treatise on Spirituality where he gives the basis of his charism and his ministry, that is very clear in his life. Unlike St. Ignatius who wrote his Exercises. But he did have a vital spirituality that, in addition to being in tune with God, was strengthened and bolstered by the reading of spiritual books. He learned from one who would later be bishop of his Diocese: Monsignor Capilla and from the books of the Jesuit, Cordeses, who was Rector of the University of Gandía (Valencia), today a Piarist school. Fr. Cordeses, in his spiritual framework, was quite a bit different than St. Ignatius.


    Our Founder received a new spiritual way of thinking that was controversial within the Company itself. Antonio Cordeses21, who was Provincial of the Jesuits three times, had a new framework, a new spirituality. It seems that this spiritual way of thinking came to him or was deepened from having met, while at Gandía, Friar Juan de Tejada OF, and supposedly through him, he also got to know the Directory of Herp22. This Directory is the spiritual source of the Carmelites and Franciscans and from which Calasanz himself drew nourishment as his confessors were Carmelites from the Scala and his advisors were Franciscan (e.g. his friend Bagnacavallo, general of the Franciscans).


    Calasanz received a great deal from this spiritual line of thought, and from these spiritual sources, in addition to Cordeses, St. Teresa and St. John of the Cross, both of whom drank from the Directory of Herp23.


    2. His spirituality


    Calasanz’s spirituality came first of all from the spirit that he received and secondly from his spiritual teachers. It is a spirituality different from that of the era that made a radical distinction between body and soul and was only concerned with saving people’s souls. Nevertheless, Calasanz’s spirituality affirms that in order to reach contemplation, one must take into account that “human life tends to God through creatures”, Contemplation-Action. “Understanding is frequently darkened and the heart becomes egotistical. On the contrary, through physical creatures, one can contemplate the immense majesty, wisdom, harmony, beauty, gentleness and love of the invisible creator. This is the only way and path to the contemplative life. That is, when man, in contact with the works of creation, considers the greatness, beauty, subtlety, order, nobleness and gentleness of the creatures and discovers in all of them the immensity that God has given them”24 .


    To draw a little closer to his way of feeling and living the Faith, to his spirituality, I refer to: “Ten very worthy rules for those who walk according to the Spirit”25, that were found within one of the books that Calasanz read the most and they were copied down by Calasanz himself. We don’t know the author, but we know that Calasanz read them often. In one of them it says: “7th Rule: As you love the good of your neighbor as your own, and you rejoice like a mother in the well-being of her children, so should you rejoice over the well-being of all human beings, and above all in spiritual things, or whatever leads to them, as if they were your own. You must seek the good of others, and help them to reach it. You must always believe and imagine the best about your neighbor and the greatest that he is capable of; you should also rejoice regarding material goods.”


    One can see that in this rule it speaks of the welfare of one’s neighbor, of affection, of help and even rejoicing over material goods. It is a spirituality that is different from what was most prevalent during the time period.


    3. Who changed Calasanz? How was action born from his spirituality?


    Once in Rome, Calasanz joined the Confraternity of the Twelve Apostles. The mission of this Confraternity, among other things, was to “provide with all piety, honesty, and secrecy possible for the poor, and even more for the families that suffer from sickness, misery and necessity… in such a way that, as priorly indicated, one should procure to give out both spiritual and corporal alms…”26. Calasanz joined this confraternity in 1595 or 1596.


    This taking of a different path, latent within him, became more visible after they gave him a list of sick and poor that needed his help and needed him to visit them. It seems that his theoretical spirituality is awakened and begins to be transformed into an incarnated spirituality. He meets with the poor, both adults and children, as logically these poor people had children. The encounter of Calasanz with poor children does not occur only on the streets, when he would walk around and interact with them. No, he would meet with them even more closely, in their own families and the miserable places where they lived that he would visit.


    Clearly, he identified love with charity, love for those in need. But, with his own strength and only seeing the poor, was he already able to radically change and perceive both life and spirituality in a new way? No. It was not like that.


    It is the touch of the Spirit (he touches his heart)27 that makes him see the children in a new way. He discovers the immensity of God in his creatures. He discovers Jesus in these poor children: “I have found in Rome the best way to serve God helping these poor children and I will not leave it behind for anything in the world”28. A new concept of service comes about. He discovers that serving God and serving these children is the same thing. It’s very important that when we read Calasanz or his Constitutions, we keep this key thought in mind.


    No, the poor did not change him. The Lord changed him, who spoke to him through the poor, who were the necessary means, and thanks to the gift of the Lord (charism), Calasanz discovered the children, not only as people in need of help (which was done in the confraternities), but as people in need of liberation. People in need of receiving the Gospel’s message of liberation. They needed to be evangelized.


    Calasanz obeyed the Lord and responded to this need of evangelization. The Lord gave him glasses (the charism), and he accepted them and saw the reality as it was, and not how he saw it before without these glasses. They are the charism, the gift of the Spirit. Driven by Him, he begins to act in a new way. It is not just about a vision (contemplation), but about a vision that leads to action. It is about an action that needs the vision (contemplation) in order to endure and continue existing without fading away, and in order for the action to not simply exist, but that it be an evangelizing action, to free man from every evil: sin, misery, oppression, ignorance…


    4. He was ahead of his time


    Calasanz discovered something in the 17th Century that was not made clear until the 20th Century with the encyclical “Evangelii Nuntiandi”: that announcing the Gospel, evangelizing, is proclaiming and doing what Jesus said and did.


    “As the kernel and center of His Good News, Christ proclaims salvation, this great gift of God which is liberation from everything that oppresses man but which is above all liberation from sin”. “Between evangelization and human advancement development and liberation there are in fact profound links. These include links of an anthropological order, because the man who is to be evangelized is not an abstract being but is subject to social and economic questions”. “[The religious] are enterprising and their apostolate is often marked by an originality, by a genius that demands admiration. They are generous: often they are found at the outposts of the mission, and they take the greatest of risks for their health and their very lives. Truly the Church owes them much”. “But evangelization would not be complete if it did not take account of the unceasing interplay of the Gospel and of man’s concrete life, both personal and social”. “We ourself have taken care to point this out, by recalling that it is impossible to accept ‘that in evangelization one could or should ignore the importance of the problems so much discussed today, concerning justice, liberation, development and peace in the world. This would be to forget the lesson which comes to us from the Gospel concerning love of our neighbor who is suffering and in need”. And he continues: “The role of evangelization is precisely to educate people in the faith in such a way as to lead each individual Christian to live the sacraments as true sacraments of faith- and not to receive them passively or reluctantly”. “[The laity’s] own field of evangelizing activity is the vast and complicated world of politics, society and economics, but also the world of culture, of the sciences and the arts, of international life, of the mass media. It also includes other realities which are open to evangelization, such as human love, the family, the education of children and adolescents, professional work, suffering, etc.” 29.


    As we can see, evangelization is holistic. It affects the individual, all the facets of the individual and this is what Calasanz discovers. Catechism or Christian doctrine is not enough.


    The explicit proclamation of the Gospel is not enough. Man must be totally freed, and for this, one must give him the instruments necessary for him to become a liberated and free man, so that the Gospel message may be fulfilled in him. And this must be done from his infancy, since already at this age, he is a person. For Calasanz, a child is a person and is the protagonist of his own processes.


    In the end, it is not just the glasses that make him see things differently. It is his eyes that are the eyes of Jesus. The identification with Jesus is such that Calasanz does what Jesus did and proclaims with him the Beatitudes and fulfills the Gospel, giving drink to the thirsty...


    This believing - committing of Calasanz through his commitment to poor children, opens a window in the Church of his time, through which can enter the fresh air, but which will cause him many colds.


    ANNEX 2: For personal reflection


    Continuing with what was seen in ANNEX 1 and Calasanz’s quotes about “spirit”, let’s respond to the following question, stating the reasons for our affirmations.


    Are any of these aspects of the Calasanzian identity aspects that define it?


     Its being: is the charism


     Serving God: is helping children


     Children, especially the poor: are people and protagonists according to Calasanz. They are our neighbors.


    How would Calasanz understand what today we say of contemplation in action?


    “Write a small paper in which you describe and define what Calasanz understood as Ministry. Use everything said in the previous chapter and this together with the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti”.


    
      	May the Lord grant a spirit of compunction (penitence-sacrifice) to whoever remains in our habit; I hope that he will (EP. 2280. Date: 10/07/1634).


      	Having no one else to teach classes except Brother Carlos, of little spirit and a poor example, they shouldn’t have taught classes and I have written that unless they receive a different order, they should not open the schools (EP. 2323.1. Date: 01/11/1635).


      	Currently it is necessary to give a good example to the seculars and to keep in mind that whoever among us has ambitions of powers or places of honor, gives signs of great arrogance and as a result of being in such a bad state, with the Holy Spirit saying «pauperem superbum odivit anima mea» (Eccl 25:4)… Here we took away the habit from Fr. Anselmo, who has the spirit of a wanderer. If he shows up there, by no means give him the habit, because he does not have the constancy required by our habit (EP. 2332.1. Date: 02/08/1635).


      	Truly, the Fr. Provincial30 has a great spirit of observance and austerity, as it would be good for all Superiors to have, above all those of the new Orders; nevertheless, it is also good that this spirit be tempered with compassion (EP. 2340. Date: 03/03/1635).


      	…she with the Spirit of God endured all the slander... May the Lord give us this holy spirit for his greater glory and bless us always (EP. 2362. Date: 04/07/1635).


      	This seems to me to be of benefit to the youth and for his glory. I would also like to say also to the great benefit of his spirit, which is the end of all his actions. With respect to saying that you don’t have enough spirit to teach the students, next year, others that are less of an expert will have much less spirit than you (EP. 2414. Date: 07/25/1635).


      	I have seen how much he writes to me, and I feel compassion for him, because he has a house of religious with little spirit (EP. 2449. Date: 09/29/1635).


      	With regards to your petition, based on the feeling contrary to the spirit, I respond to you as a father would… that it is what I recommend for now, truly as a spiritual father and may the Lord always bless us (EP. 2498. Date: 01/25/1636).


      	It is my great desire that there be some youth with spirit to truly be poor ones of the Mother of God out of pure love of the Lord… Greet on my behalf the one that has sent you the verses and also the other youth that have the same spirit (EP. 2503. Date: 02/13/1636).


      	When Bellingambi’s son comes, he will be welcome, and we will watch over him, so that he progresses, not just in letters, but also in spirit and devotion (EP. 2515. Date: 03/14/1636).


      	Seek to educate good students in letters and spirit, and be assured that “qua mensura mensi fueritis, remetietur et vobis» (Mt 7:2) (For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return) (EP. 2532. Date: 05/18/1636).


      	…for now, more help is on the way, for the stability of that house, in which, those that have a little spirit should help with charity and patience those who have imperfections and faults, and in this way they fulfill the service of God, and so it should be, covering rather than manifesting the defects of our neighbor (EP. 2538. Date: 05/29/1636).


      	Above all prohibit secret gatherings and introduce silence if you want the Holy Spirit to dwell among our religious, otherwise the enemy will always be found in these gatherings and in daily minutiae (EP. 2559.1. Date: 07/17/1636).


      	Meanwhile, I will ask the Lord to increase his spirit in the whole community (EP. 2560. Date: 07/19/1636).


      	…with Brother Marco Antonio, because although he seems simple and without letters, the Holy Spirit often speaks through the mouth of the simple, above all those who are devoted (EP. 2581.1. Date: 08/28/1636).


      	Put all your effort into the schools going well, with regards to letters and spirit, visiting them frequently. And, at the same time, seek that in the house they observe the constitutions; and look at them many times, so that you can warn, in particular, those that commit any fault. I will not stop asking our Lord in prayer to give you the spirit that your office requires. May the Lord bless us all (EP. 2583. Date: 09/05/1636).


      	Because if the novices are not educated in prayer and spirit, they will be a hindrance and not a help to the Order (EP. 2588. Date: 09/13/1636).


      	They are doing well in that place, and they give a great deal of attention to both letters and spirit (EP. 2600.1. Date: 10/02/1636).


      	This is the true road for us to obtain the spirit and the grace of God (EP. 2602. Date: 10/04/1636).


      	And, as the one that, there, has affection for the Order should show it, not just by giving a good example, being very observant of our rules, but also by obtaining suitable individuals for our Institute, inform me who [has] that spirit and who has the opposite31. As I am in haste, I will say no more for now. May the Lord bless us all. Amen. (EP. 2607. Date: 10/11/1636).


      	I recommend you and all those of the house to attend with great interest to the exercise in the schools, above all, of the spirit and holy fear of God among the students, since this is our Charism32 itself, in which there is more merit than in taking care of the elderly who have many Orders that help them, while students only have ours (EP. 2623. Date: 11/05/1636).


      	…occupy yourself with all diligence with the spiritual benefit of your students, as these two novices give very good results, both in letters as well as in the spirit (EP. 2683. Date: 02/18/1637).


      	…and choose the two individual members according to what the Holy Spirit inspires in you… Not remembering anything else at the time, I ask the Holy Spirit to assist all with his holy grace (EP. 2735. Date: 06/06/1637).


      	…if they meet with zeal for the greater glory of God and the benefit of the students, they will find that the Holy Spirit is in their midst, as «ubi sunt duo vel tres in nomine meo in medio eorum sum» (Mt 18:20) (EP. 2757. Date: 07/18/1637).


      	It is not something to marvel at that the houses are poor and have very little attendance by the students, as where there is no spirit, but just the senses, one cannot expect anything more than this kind of laxity (EP. 2788. Date: 12/24/1637).


      	…to pay the debts and maintain yourself, seek to live with great observance, and teach classes with the spirit and diligence that you should (EP. 2834. Date: 04/03/1638).


      	…ut some of them do not know what humility is, and full of arrogance they have abandoned the previous practices of humility, even in the Order, and it was a true path to heaven; and now they are teachers of others and they don’t have the spirit to communicate it to the students. All in all, if God does not give enough teachers, not to say abundant teachers, we can offer a convenient remedy (EP. 2835. Date: 04/03/1638).


      	May the Lord give Your Reverence and however many are in your Province a great spirit so that they may be of great benefit to their neighbor. It is what comes to mind at the moment (EP. 2914. Date: 07/31/1638).


      	…a wonderful occasion to use the intelligence in the objective itself that is blessed Christ Crucified, in whom there are hidden infinite spiritual treasures for whoever despises the senses and loves the spirit. Let us pray to the Lord that he give us spirit and fervor to imitate him to the extent possible for us (EP. 2921. Date: 08/14/1638)33.


      	I am truly sorry for their ignorance, as they believe that by being submitted to the senses they can walk down that path; on the contrary they should deprive themselves little by little from the pleasures of the senses and enter into the pleasures of the spirit; then they will easily find the path to heaven, because God’s yoke is easy (cf. Mt 11:30) for those who wish to live according to the spirit, but it is hard for those who wish to live according to the senses; and whoever waits for a future time to carry out this test, might be found wanting (EP. 2923. Date: 08/14/1638).


      	May the Lord grant that he continue from good to better with a constant increase of spirit and devotion (EP. 2947. Date: 09/25/1638).


      	Nor shall I stop in the future asking the Lord to increase his Holy Spirit in all these good women religious from S. Bernardo (EP. 2961. Date: 10/16/1638).


      	…it is not good to bring this issue into litigation, but rather to concede it, even though there may be a loss on our part, and looking to God, in order to not offend His Divine Majesty or our neighbor with the litigations; without a doubt, His Divine Majesty will provide the other part with greater abundance. I would like you to have this spirit with all our religious and in this way trust God, who is generous in giving back (EP. 2974. Date: 11/20/1638).


      	If J. Juan José asks insistently to go to his village during these holidays, you can let him, although it is true that if when he goes to his country he has 10 ounces of spirit, he will come back with eight, because «inimici hominis domestici ejus, quorum sermones multi sunt, et ipsi sunt jacula» (Mt 10:36 and Ps 54:22) (EP. 3074. Date: 04/16/1639).


      	You should use all your diligence so that they are well educated not just with respect to letters, but also with respect to the spirit and the fear of God, having them frequent the holy Sacraments (EP. 3084.1. Date: 05/14/1639).


      	…because in these priests there is very little spirit, as an understatement, because they have shown great desire to nullify their professions (EP. 3135. Date: 09/03/1639).


      	The more spirit of charity and humility you show to those who don’t have it, so much more will be returned to your office of Father and brother (EP. 3164. Date: 10/08/1639).


      	I am sure that the Holy Spirit will always show his will through someone (EP. 3198. Date: 11/22/1639)34.


      	The Most Eminent Cardinal Protector would like to know about that to see the spirit that each one has (EP. 3208. Date: 12/03/1639).


      	I feel a great weight from the fact that in this Province there are some, God knows with what kind of spirit, who under the pretext of Religious zeal (EP. 3222. Date: 12/24/1639).


      	And if it is not done, they will be educated as has occurred in the past with many that do not know of spirit or prayer; on the contrary, they know a great deal about laxity and in particular about eating in secret, as is now done there (EP. 3270. Date: 02/11/1640).


      	You should know that while [he] is in the country, and he does not learn letters or spirit, everything will go against you (EP. 3282. Date: 02/24/1640).


      	…because that place is not for academic recess [but] for a spirit of contemplation of the divine mysteries, and should not be used for anything else (EP. 3338. Date: 03/24/1640).


      	With regards to vesting the novices, I would like to see good formation of the past and current novices, because I believe that it is better not to vest and be few than to be many religious that are materialistic and without spirit. And this cannot be learned if not with a great deal of retreat from the world… I wish that there were in this house some that had the spirit and zeal of Brother Marco Antonio, with whom Your Reverence should always consult all things, because it did not seem undignified to me to consult with him when he was here (EP. 3384. Date: 04/14/1640).


      	May the Lord grant it for a greater increase of spirit and fervor in the Order (EP. 3393. Date: 04/17/1640).


      	This is an obligation of you, of the Provincial, and of attending to the spirit of the course of studies, with rigor for those that are obstinate (EP. 3431. Date: 05/12/1640).


      	I am very sorry for the coldness of spirit that the Religious of that house show; it is a sign that they do not aspire to the perfection to which they are obliged. Those who live out an indecisive profession do not deserve any office of Superior in the Order, for which a great zeal of observance and perfection is required (EP. 3457. Date: 06/23/1640).


      	…if he seeks to make himself so prepared in the letters and in virtue in the present state that he may deserve to be chosen for any diocese where he can manifest with his exemplary life the spirit that was shown by St. Carlos, Archbishop of Milan (EP. 3461. Date: 07/07/1640).


      	You should ask the Holy Spirit with devoted prayers for the good progress of the Order and devotion towards the most appropriate subjects, in which human wisdom is often deceived (EP. 3534. Date: 11/24/1640).


      	The Father General and the Chapter Fathers Of the Pious Schools on other occasions presented to His Holiness the fact of having in our order some individuals that, due to great instability of the mind or due to little spirit, could not last in the office (EP. 3576.1. Date: April 1641)


      	I have felt great consolation upon hearing of the general satisfaction of the City with our Institute; I thank our Blessed God for this, and I ask him to give continuous growth of the spirit to all of our own that live in that House (EP. 3649. Date: 07/12/1641).


      	You seek to introduce the necessary observance in those two houses; and I will ask the Lord to give you strength and spirit to triumph in that initiative (EP. 3655. Date: 07/12/1641).


      	…because one learns from the other to do the least that he can; this happens due to the lack of spirit. That is why it is necessary that this be taught. And when they do not want to learn spirit and prayer, they are no longer any good for the Order (EP. 3667. Date: 07/17/1641).


      	…saying at the end of each prayer «Per Dominum nostrum Jesum Christum Filium tuum», since if one knows how to hold himself to this thought he will obtain great benefit of spirit for himself (EP. 3683. Date: 08/03/1641).


      	The school of abacus needs someone with spirit and who is worthy of respect from the students, as ordinarily in the school of abacus there are older students and I would like a priest to always be present (EP. 3692. Date: 08/03/1641).


      	So seek to practice the virtue of holy humility if you want to obtain true charity and a holy love of God and understand the true basis of the things of the spirit (EP. 3761. Date: 11/09/1641).


      	…having received all the sacraments with signs of sure salvation, he gave up his spirit to the Creator last week (EP. 3796. Date: 11/30/1641).


      	…and teach them to do mental prayer so that they may be formed with spirit, with Your Reverence working with Fr. Marcos (EP. 3801. Date: 11/30/1641).


      	God knows with how much affection I desire for Your Reverence the continuous help of the Holy Spirit, so that you can talk with him «clauso ostio» (Mt 6:6) (EP. 3858. Date: 01/03/1642).


      	…the Holy Spirit having said through Solomon «tempus plangendi et tempus ridendi» (Ecc 3:4) and whoever does not know how to distinguish between this life and the other will find himself deceived (EP. 3860. Date: 01/04/1642).


      	Offering him most humble reverence, I ask the Lord that he always continue increasing the spirit and the devotion that is worthy of such a great Prince (EP. 3874. Date: 01/11/1642).


      	…the Confessors acting as true Fathers of spirit. With this, one should utilize all diligence, because [it is] the end of our Institute (EP. 3885. Date: 01/18/1642).


      	I will pray to the Lord that he give you a great spirit for teaching it (humility) and to all our youth, great affection for learning it (EP. 3888. Date: 01/25/1642).


      	Meanwhile, I pray to the Lord that he give Your Reverence and those who feel true zeal for the Order a continuous increase of spirit and fervor for greater glory of His Divine Majesty, may he always bless us all, etc. (EP. 3891. Date: 01/25/1642).


      	I have also heard that you have picked up in the house a young man, 11 or 12 years old, to educate him in letters and virtue to make him a religious (EP. 3899. Date: 01/31/1642)35.


      	With this mailing, I am writing a letter to Fr. Giovanni Luca, in which I manifest with paternal affection how much I desire to communicate to him with charity the spirit that the Lord has given me; and I exhort him, with the affection that I can, that he come to Rome, and stay with me for a little while, to learn the narrow road that leads to Paradise, which, once learned, becomes easy and sure (EP. 3913. Date: 02/08/1642).


      	May Our Lord grant him from hereon out double the spirit that he has had in the past. Which is how much (EP. 3914. Date: 02/08/1642).


      	…and since I trust that it is an inspiration of the Holy Spirit, I am happy that Your Reverence continues his holy vocation and I will not stop asking the Lord to continually increase his holy grace in you (EP. 3922. Date: 02/15/1642).


      	I will not stop asking the Lord that he give Your Holiness so much spirit and grace that, from greatest to least, all recognize you as a true spiritual Father of their souls, and, after this care, that you be compensated with eternal treasures (EP. 3930. Date: 02/19/1642).


      	May the Lord through his mercy inspire in the heart of all a spirit of peace and harmony to work well, and see who brings more benefit to their neighbors (EP. 3931. Date: 02/22/1642).


      	I entrust to you the care of the novitiate, and I ask the Lord for the continuous growth of spirit (EP. 3946. Date: 03/08/1642).


      	Next week I will write in more detail and meanwhile I beg the Lord that he give all of us the assistance of the Holy Spirit to not err in anything (EP. 3969. Date: 04/05/1642).


      	In this he has not shown even a little spirit of humility, but rather a spirit of pride. Time will tell regarding those types of compositions, done without permission (EP. 3972. Date: 04/12/1642).


      	Let us all pray that the Lord calm these disturbances and give us great fervor of spirit to achieve great benefit for the students, which is our Institute itself, and in which lies all our merit (EP. 3978. Date: 04/19/1642).


      	And seek that from the beginning those who take the habit be individuals of a certain age and good spirit, who, if they join the Institute, can attract others to it, and create a good foundation for us (EP. 4001. Date: 06/07/1642).


      	Let me know each month what happens, and I shall not stop asking the Lord to give double spirit to you and the other religious (EP. 4010. Date: 06/19/1642).


      	Here we pray so that in you and all the others the Lord increases spirit and fervor, to bring happiness to His Divine Majesty because you are all useful to your neighbor. Greet and give a blessing on my behalf to everyone in the house (EP. 4059. Date: 11/15/1642).


      	Here we do not stop asking God for the spirit and the fervor necessary to overcome all the tribulations and adversities that could come (EP. 4067. Date: 11/27/1642).


      	It is not necessary to remind you of modesty and religious observance, because I hope that the Holy Spirit will concede to you the fervor and devotion that are necessary to those that blessed God has destined to be founders (EP. 4074. Date: 12/13/1642).


      	We ask the Lord to give you spirit and fervor to make a good foundation of our Institute in those lands (EP. 4076. Date: 12/20/1642).


      	I expect with confidence that blessed God will give you and your companions a fervent spirit to overcome all the adversities that might come, ‘etiam usque ad effusionem sanguinis’ (EP. 4085. Date: 01/23/1643).


      	And not being able to help them ourselves, we will supplement with our continuous prayers, asking the Lord to grant them a large spirit to make a good foundation of our Institute in those places (EP. 4096. Date: 03/28/1643).


      	Our works are being tested, like the diamond; we hope that they rise up with greater strength than before, as we are sure that they will. Exercise there, with your companions, the primitive spirit, which will give great fruit (EP. 4117. Date: 07/18/1643).


      	It is not my intention that while youth from the first year of novitiate have not had any benefit in the spirit they dedicate themselves to their studies and I feel that due to the little care by some that have governed them, after having professed, they have occasion to be sorry that they have not had a novitiate and they have not previously taught them things of the spirit as would be beneficial (EP. 4120. Date: 07/31/1643).


      	…it seems that he is right about the education of the novices, who, if they do not learn true spirit at the beginning (EP. 4126. Date: 08/29/1643).


      	…as it is better to educate a few well than many without devotion or spirit (EP. 4127. Date: 09/03/1643).


      	I pray to the Lord that he give all those Fathers of ours such a zeal and spirit, that they can gain great benefit there (EP. 4138. Date: 10/10/1643).


      	I hope that these confusing times change, and that it be known who has had a true son’s spirit with respect to the poor Order (EP. 4156. Date: 02/20/1644)


      	I ask the Lord that he give Your Reverence health and spirit so that you may always do his holy will with great merit for yourself and benefit for your neighbor (EP. 4175. Date: 04/16/1644).


      	I feel, nevertheless, that among our brothers there, there is not that union of spirit and charity, together with silence, that blessed God demands there to be among the religious (EP. 4209. Date: 07/23/1644).


      	So that the Lord may confirm and increase in them the spirit of true founders of our Institute in that Province (EP. 4257. Date: 03/18/1645).


      	Let us ask the Lord that in this, and in anything else, blessed God may reveal to us his holy will, and give us the spirit and strength to follow it (EP. 4264. Date: 04/29/1645).


      	I will pray to the Lord that he console them interiorly and increase the spirit and knowledge of the judgments of God, in whose presence it is of better and greater merit to suffer for his love in this life than to enjoy great consolations, given that the first gives and the second receives and it is true that «melius est dare quam accipere» (Ac 20:35) (EP. 4273. Date: 06/03/1645).


      	I ask the Lord to give all a spirit of true observance. When we have any news here, we will inform you right away, and do not give any more credit than what I write, as I will tell the exact truth about whatever happens (EP. 4277. Date: 07/08/1645).


      	…and I congratulate myself regarding you and the pious and perseverant spirit that God has given Your Reverence towards the Institute, and also towards my person. I continuously ask the Lord to give you greater light to know and love the invisible and eternal things that blessed God contains in him, who I hope guides our affairs for the greater glory of His Divine Majesty, despite the secret and public opposition towards our Institute (EP. 4285. Date: 08/06/1645).


      	With respect to what they have said there regarding the Vicar General, or about anything else about me, as you tell us, it is all a great lie and an invention of men of little spirit and a lack of veracity (EP. 4306. Date: 11/04/1645).


      	I write these few lines, since I do not forget to ask the Lord to give you so much spirit and grace that you can introduce the true observance of Rules (EP. 4307. Date: 11/11/1645).


      	The next Monday the Chapter of the Jesuit Fathers begins. May the Holy Spirit make them choose the right one for so important an Order (EP. 4309. Date: 11/18/1645).


      	…that in those houses of ours, He may give great spirit to the Superiors to teach and give good example to his subjects and that He may also give them a spirit of obedience to fulfill what they promised in the solemn profession (EP. 4318. Date: 12/23/1645).


      	I ask the Lord that he concede to you the same, with a new spirit and fervor, as much for your own particular benefit, as well as for the common good of the Order (EP. 4319. Date: 12/30/1645).


      	Let us all pray to the Lord that He give all our religious from there, great spirit and fervor to help not only the children in the schools, but also the seculars with the example and the doctrine to follow the true path that leads to Paradise (EP. 4321. Date: 12/30/1645).


      	Greet on my behalf Fr. Juan Lucas and Fr. Marcos, who in these circumstances should increase their spirit with respect to the Institute and leave behind other vain thoughts and temptations and let them be happy because «dabit Deus his quoque finem» (EP. 4336. Date: 03/03/1646).


      	…for whom I ask the Lord an increase of spirit, to better serve His Divine Majesty (EP. 4338. Date: 03/09/1646).


      	But however it were, I cannot fully understand that an Institute so useful and needed by all Europe and praised even by heretics, can be destroyed by human malice so easily and while I have spirit I will have the hope of seeing it once again reestablished according to its original existence and perhaps this resolution will be enough to end the bad moods of the Order (EP. 4341. Date: 03/17/1646).


      	I have received the letter from Your Reverence from the 8th of the month, and I believe that, in this calamitous time those who are not guided by passion should manifest their prudence and spirit, bearing with patience the disobedience of those that are lax, and help them, not just with prayers, but also, when the occasion requires it, with charitable exhortations (EP. 4382. Date: 06/16/1646).


      	With respect to Monsignor Panicola, I believe that blessed God gives him an occasion of great merit; let us ask God to give him back his health and increase his spirit, to show the charity that he has in his heart with such works that he marvel all of his subjects, and also his peers (EP. 4387. Date: 07/07/1646).


      	…may the Holy Spirit help them in this and illuminate them all, so that they know how to conform to his holy will (EP. 4402. Date: 09/08/1646).


      	…and I tell you to not be upset if Fr. Clemente and Fr. Francisco from S. Vicente or others have obtained the Brief to leave the order, as I hope that blessed God give double spirit to those that feel true affection for the Institute, even if they are few (EP. 4416. Date: 10/20/1646).


      	I ask with all possible affection that blessed God give spirit and grace to all our brothers, to behave with ever more fruit and merit for the future. We fervently hope that that Mr. Conde de Strassnitz will arrive here, trusting that, through him, and the help of many of the Most Eminent Cardinals, that they show compassion for our afflictions, and that some remedy may be obtained; at least for the houses of Germany and Poland (EP. 4424. Date: 11/23/1646).


      	Ask the Lord to give us that spirit and grace that is sought, to build our Institute with perfection (EP. 4441.1. Date: 03/02/1647).


      	With the letter of Your Reverence from the 28th of last month, I have received special consolation, in which you show the true spirit of the religious conforming your will to the will of God, in which good religious see manifest the will of the Lord (EP. 4453. Date: 04/20/1647).


      	May the Lord give you and all the other Fathers a large Spirit, to maintain the Institute to the greater glory of His Divine Majesty; and, whether you are Superior or subject, no one can take away the merit before blessed God of having a pious and joyful love of serving His Divine Majesty, to whom I always ask that he give fervor of spirit to do great things in the service of God (EP. 4461. Date: 05/17/1647).


      	Here, up until the present, we don’t have any news. Pray to God to placate those that feel adversely towards our Institute and to give us a new spirit to spread our Institute in many provinces that have extreme necessity of it (EP. 4462. Date: 05/17/1647).


      	Seek also to confirm with a special exhortation all the others to persevere only out of love of God in the Institute, because he will give you strength and spirit to resist the temptations of the infernal enemy. I do not cease praying for you and for all the others of this Province, so that God would maintain your constancy in the Institute, which all should serve only out of love of God, as I said, and not out of human respect (EP. 4466. Date: 06/01/1647).


      	I ask the Lord that he give you so much spirit and strength that it be for you a source of great honor in this life, and merit in the next (EP. 4467. Date: 06/08/1647).


      	…and regarding the other advances that God works through you in that house, with a special spirit and grace of God… and I ask the Lord to increase in you and in all others from those houses both spirit and enthusiasm, to maintain the charity of that Institute of ours, currently so persecuted (EP. 4469. Date: 06/22/1647).


      	…in which, although they are few, they expect without a doubt that blessed God will give them spirit and strength as if they were many (EP. 4480. Date: 08/24/1647).


      	I do not cease to ask the Lord that he give all of you in those houses of ours a great spirit, to scare the infernal enemies, and that He bless us all always (EP. 4485. Date: 09/14/1647).


      	The Superior of Pisa and of Florence have acted in this same way, despite being foreigners, as well as the Superior of Nursia; and all will begin or have begun, this year’s classes. I believe that Blessed God has also given you this same spirit36 and fervor (EP. 4507. Date: 11/02/1647).


      	I will write to Fr. Onofre that he should not let himself be overcome by the temptation of the enemy, and not allow a man with such a large body to have such a small spirit (EP. 4510. Date: 11/09/1647).


      	I have seen everything you write to me in your letter from the 5th of the month that is ending, and I am glad that the Lord gives you ever-greater spirit and strength to teach different things to our religious, to make them more suitable for our Institute (EP. 4513. Date: 11/30/1647).


      	We have had news and an order from the Mgr. Assessor That we can give our habit to Novices, but to not admit them to profession without a new order from the Pope. If you see any apt individual, receive him, making sure that he be instructed with the necessary spirit for our Institute (EP. 4528. Date: 02/01/1648).


      	I am happy and give thanks to the Lord and ask that each day He make grow in Your Eminence, and in everyone else his holy spirit and fervor to increase his glory through our Institute (EP. 4530. Date: 02/08/1648).


      	For whom I ask the Lord a continuous increase of spirit, to the greater glory of His Divine Majesty, and more help and example for the seculars (EP. 4533. Date: 02/22/1648).


      	I ask the Lord that he give you so much spirit of holy charity and humility, that disciples be formed (EP. 4535. Date: 03/07/1648).


      	He will greet you on my behalf and together with the others, for all of whom, I ask of the Lord their continuous growth in the spirit that He gave to our Institute (EP. 4539. Date: 04/04/1648).


      	…it is true that the Religious has as much virtue as he has humility. May the Lord in his mercy infuse us with this holy spirit of humility, and give us all His holy blessing and grace (EP. 4544. Date: 05/02/1648).


      	May the Lord give you and all those other Fathers double spirit, for greater glory of His Divine Majesty, and greater progress of the Institute, with great fruit in those lands (EP. 4548. Date: 05/16/1648).


      	That is why it is necessary for us to go to the Lord, who takes special care of the poor. I like the fact that they dedicate themselves to study; and I will ask the Lord to give everyone a new spirit and fervor for the Institute (EP. 4555. Date: 06/06/1648).


      	May the Lord give all of you a great spirit of profound humility, which the deeper it is, the higher and greater will be the virtue of knowledge and love of God and neighbor, and if you know how to unite study with that virtue you will be of great benefit for your neighbor (EP. 4557. Date: 06/13/1648).


      	…and of all our other religious, so that He may give them the spirit and strength to tolerate with patience and holy humility this persecution from the enemy, receiving it from the paternal hand of God, who wants to test the faith and the constancy of his servants, as he did in the primitive Church (EP. 4564. Date: 07/18/1648).


      	Greet all on my behalf, [and say to them] that I ask God for health for all of them, and new fervor of spirit for our Institute (EP. 4568. Date: 07/18/1648).


      	I continue asking the Lord with special affection [that] he conserve and increase the spirit of holy Observance in all the Fathers and brothers of those houses (EP. 4570. Date: 07/25/1648).

    


    3. ACTION: “THROUGH THE EXERCISE

    OF THEIR SPECIFIC MINISTRY”


    Letter 4 (Date: 25/11/1592)


    1. The Spirit works


    “The Holy Spirit induces us with his breath to demonstrate our love with works, and practice the virtues” (Patience, humility, love)”37 (Herp38). This is what Calasanz felt and what he had learned from his spiritual mentors.


    The spirit acted through the poor he was visiting and made him change his assistential charity. The poor children of those families, who could not attend Santa Dorotea’s school, made him discern another form of charity-a projective charity, a cultural charity, a transformation charity, a lasting charity, not just an assistential one. If you wish, you can change the name charity for the term love, but this is a generic term and it is used too much nowadays, becoming distorted; and charity means to love the one who is deprived, who is in want, the needy. Charity derives from “carencia” (T.’s note: lack, shortage, in Spanish). Therefore, by saying charity we mean love for those in need and not generic love, which is so widely used today for everything and in everything.


    Let us recall that statement Calasanz used to make when he still wanted to be a canon: “Education is the best legacy that can be handed down to them” (Letter to Mosén Teixidor, Parish priest of Peralta. 16th century), and he would say it referring to the children of Peralta, including his own nephews and nieces. Now this assertion changes the context of its application. When Calasanz starts on a new path in Rome, the statement stops being advise to people from his town and his relatives to become authentic evangelical action among the poor. We see it in the three writings that follow, which are excerpts from his letters.


    In the first one, he sums up how he started this new and different action, due to the touch of the Spirit:


    Since in them (the Santa Dorotea schools) many pupils paid a certain amount a month each, and from among my companions some came in the morning and others in the afternoon, when the Parish priest who was lending us a lounge and a room in the ground floor died, I decided to move them to Rome, knowing how much poverty there was, having visited the quarters of Rome for six or seven years when I was a member of the Fraternity of the Holy Apostles. Only one of the (lay) companions I had in Trastevere followed me (Marco A. Arcángel), and the Institute was set up in Rome. Little by little it became Congregation and then Religion, which being so useful in favor of the poor is so persecuted by the infernal enemy and some of his followers. But I hope that the Most Holy Virgin will help us overcome this storm. I will write next week about the rest. May the Lord bless us all39.


    In the second one, he tells us about the lack of enthusiasm or spirit for education of some of his companions:


    ...so that then I can come back to help the poor little ones with more spirit”40. Whoever does not have disposition-drive (spirit) to teach the poor, does not have the vocation to our Institute, or else the enemy has stolen it from him41.


    May the Lord give us health and give us always an increase in spirit to help the poor42.


    In the third one, we can see what his priorities are, even regarding material things:


    As for the plan of the church (he is referring to a church they were going to build in Naples next to the school) it is not consistent with our poverty, because it has more of the greatness of the Jesuit Fathers than similarity to the one of the Capuchins. I have a much stronger liking for the one they call the Oratorio than the one with the dome; and the foundations would require a big expense. Anyway, regarding the church there is time; the one that there is at present is enough for the time being43.


    2. How to carry out this action?


    This Calasanzian action is not done out of obligation or of sense of duty, and something neutral. It is not simply professional. It has to be done from the heart.


    In another of the Rules we already alluded to, which he copied and would meditate and read assiduously, it says:


    5th Rule: Let him not despise anyone, no matter how poor he is, but approach everyone with maternal affection and rejoice with everyone as he would do with the only beloved son. Let him consider the miseries of others as being his own; let him help everyone as he would help himself, whenever he can. And even if, when having compassion and serving, he must behave as a mother, let him however respect everyone as fathers44.


    In one of his letters using terms like “father’s love”, “with affection”, which show us a human and close Calasanz he goes on saying:


    But above all, I wish you to clearly advise Fr. Bernardino many times to be very diligent in running his school without making differences with one or another pupil, but really showing all of them a greathearted father’s love and teaching them with such affection that the pupils may see that he wants to benefit them, and that he should be aware that his school will determine the good or bad name of all the others45.


    In his thought and heart, the Spirit he has received is becoming gradually visible through concrete actions, and the doctor in theology becomes a loving father. And everything, everything depends on the Spirit with a capital S., and the spirit with a small S.


    3. Some human qualities for the action: spirit with a small S


    We can appreciate the human side in the spirit also from his letters, in different ways. Let us take as an example some paragraphs I quote here, and we will realize that apart from affection there is need of other attitudes and aptitudes:


     Capacity of suffering: “pray the Lord that he may give you spirit to suffer a little for Christ”46.


     Consistency and desire to make: “Concerning the temptation of that poor priest, who has wanted to leave for Spain under a false name to start the Pious Schools, he is so inconstant and with little education and perhaps even less spirit, that he can only do things that are of little good example”47.


     Ability and intention to learn: “Concerning the students I will pray the Lord to give them spirit to be able to learn humility together with letters, because without this virtue the latter can be more of a hindrance than a help”48.


     Threw, push: They write telling me that a priest from the Chiesa Nuova proposes a penitent of his, a young shoemaker. I am writing to Fr. Glicerio about this so that , if it is so, he speaks with you and he is given the habit; the same for two young people, if they come from Narni in the company of brother Arcángel; send this one who is of such little spirit back, asking for someone else in his place49.


     Austerity and understanding: If you sent Fr. Mateo to San Salvador Mayor and he brought the onions, send them to me in Rome without keping any of them because Fr. Mateo is too attached to them, which is a sign that he has little or rather no spirit in his head50.


     Serious in relationship and truthful: Those who have little or no spírit talk and chatter foolishly about what they do not know51.


     Effort and will: Fr. General and the Capitular Fathers of the Pious Schools have explained to Your Holiness other times that - having in our Order some individuals who, either because of great instability of mind or little spirit, could not tolerate this occupation, not having been possible by any means to stop them from imposing themselves on the others with their dreams and inventions - there have been repeated requests for the door to be open to the aforementioned and others similar to them, at least for this time only, and in this way obtain peace for the whole Order52.


    ANNEX 3:


     Write a short essay describing and defining what Calasanz meant by Ministry by making use of all that has been said and the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti.


     Compare with the Document on Ministery: “Shared mission in the Pious Schools” Cuadernos 23, p. 11, Madrid: ICCE, 1999.


     Compare with the document “The Calasanzian identity of our ministry”. Cuadernos 50, Madrid/Roma: Calasancias, 2012.


     Would these characteristics of Calasanzian identity include any of those that define it?


    - Educating comprehensively with love: as a means of evangelization.


    - Learning: as a necessary means to educate.


    - To have spirit: in order to educate poor children.


    MINISTRY IN THE LETTERS OF CALASANZ


    
      	In January 1614 with intervention of Cardinal Giustiniani and Fr. Domingo de la Scala the merger of the Fathers of the Pious Schools with those of Santa María “in Portico” took place through an Apostolic Brief, with the aim that the ministry of the schools be practiced with greater diligence (EP. 0132a. Date: 1622). Informazione intorno alle Scuole Pie dai loro inizi sino al 1622. Texts source: NAP, n. en Nueva Antología: 4. Transcripción íntegra).


      	But given that the Fathers of Santa María “in Portico” did not want to embrace the ministry of the schools with the poverty it required, His Holiness Pope Paul V, of happy memory, revoked the aformentioned Brief granted to the Fathers of Santa María “in Portico”, and erected a new Congregation of Poor of the Mother of God of the Pious Schools, with simple vows of obedience, poverty and chastity, appointing as its Superior Fr. José de la Madre de Dios, with Apostolic Brief of March 6, 1617, and prescribing two years of novitiate with other conditions contained in it (EP. 132a. Date: 1622). Informazione intorno alle Scuole Pie dai loro inizi sino al 1622. Texts source: NAP, n. en Nueva Antología: 4. Transcripción íntegra).


      	Since last year I have been feeling pain in the right side, and since a few days ago I have felt it in both sides, but this has not diminished my intention to serve and suffer anything that comes my way out of love for him, especially for the purpose of our Institute, which is the education of the boys and improvement of their lives. May the Lord bless us all. Amen. Rome, September 7, 1624. (EP. 247. Date: 09/07/1624).


      	If, as Mr.. Horacio Ottaviani says, some will reguse to send their children, we will have school for those who want to come. And if the city council seeing that we do not pay anything for the house for three years should not want to give us anything, we will teach out of love for God, from whom we expect a greater reward, and we will do all that we can to give satisfaction to everyone in all things that may happen (EP. 405. Date: 04/06/1626).


      	As far as Fr. Antonio María is concerned, I am really happy that he is examined and approved for confessions. I would like him to devote himself to study cases in which the boys usually fall into, because this is our main ministry (EP. 557. Date: 11/21/1626).


      	because we are obliged to give better example than the other religious, both because we are the last to have been approved and because we have the lowest ministry of all, and therefore it is humbler than the others (EP. 678. Date: 08/18/1627).


      	We have enough work to do with our own ministry, which is no small thing, rather than meddling in other people’s churches (EP. 815. Date: 04/01/1628).


      	The church will be built as and when God will give us the possibility, because even in this, if I can, I do not want to depend on anything but God. So, there will be time to design the place. Praised be the Lord, since there is always someone who gets in the way in our things: let us think that he means well. As far as we are concerned, let us not fail to fulfill the duty of our Institute, which is what matters to us (EP. 865. Date: 06/05/1628).


      	So, at present we are sometimes enduring hardship and even shortage of basic needs with patience, to give our work a good foundation and straighten it out for the glory of the Lord and to help the poor, as I hope everyone is doing there, especially with the example and benign advice of Y.R., because the Lord put this burden on you (EP. 871. Date: 06/10/1628).


      	Try to be very humble and make the schools go very well, because this is our main ministry (EP. 1035. Date: 01/06/1629).


      	With this letter, I am reminding everyone to be very conscientious in the running of the schools, which is our main mission, not only regarding letters but also the holy fear of God (EP. 1068. Date: 02/24/1629).


      	Even here we have said no to more than two Cardinals, because it is not possible, while we do not train those who are fit for our ministry, since we do not find them already formed, or else they do not do well. Now we have a promising group of young people who will be ready for any school in a couple of years (EP. 1071. Date: 03/03/1629).


      	I have written many times advising to take care of the schools with promptness, as it is our main Institute; actually, all of you should look after it when you have nothing else to do (EP. 1107. Date: 05/18/1629).


      	As regards the schools, you must keep in mind that it is our Institute; therefore, they must be taken care of with all diligence; and if there are no pupils it is because they are not being looked after as they should, because if they are well cared for and well treated they are happy to come. We will give an account to God for each negligence. That is why, be vigilant, and let each one do what he can (EP. 1153. Date: 07/13/1629).


      	Towns only look at their usefulness, but we have to bear in mind that our Fathers should have some comfort in their rooms, since our ministry is so tiring. If new schools are opened, one has to wait for them to build them at their own convenience, which does not arrive for many years. This is why I do not intend to accept foundings blindly (EP. 1827. Date: 07/06/1632).


      	The news of Brother Camillo’s improvement has given me great joy. May Our Lord give him, together with health, the necessary spirit for our ministry (EP. 2175. Date: 01/07/1634).


      	It would not be a small thing if we knew how to lower ourselves to the capacity of children, since the Church has ordered us to educate them (EP. 2577. Date: 08/20/1636).


      	Besides, before leaving, you must make sure that all matters are in order in the schools, the operation of which is our Charism (EP. 2680. Date: 14/02/1637).


      	Maintain the operation of the Pious Schools which is our main Charism with good example (EP. 3053 Date: 03/12/1639).


      	And since our Institute consists in giving children a good education, this must concern you above anything else so that things will go well, trying to make sure that everyone works for the good of the children, in one way or another (EP. 3206. Date: 12/02/1639).


      	I have seen what Your Reverence writes to me, and regarding the novitiate I would like all the care that such ministry requires to be taken, not only by giving them a good formation but also by not accepting so easily those who ask for the habit, since experience has taught us that the result does not match the promise (EP. 3869. Date: 01/10/1642).


      	If the Vicar General approves it, he can be given the licence, but Your Reverence should make it quite clear that he should not let himself be deceived by the need for confessors that there is somewhere, because our main institute are the schools, therefore if one of the two ministries must suffer it is better that the one of confession be the one rather than the one of the school, since there is no lack of confessors while the teachers are so few that sometimes there is not more than one, especially for latin (EP. 3871. Date: 01/11/1642)53.


      	Our Fathers must take great care of the pupils, and make them devout, not only by teaching them letters and the Christian doctrine in class, but also having them frequent the oratories and, there, the holy sacraments, so that - if lay people see this fervor in our religious  they will become much more interested in our ministry (EP. 4039. Date: 10/01/1642).


      	I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to introduce as son as possible the foundation and the activity of our ministry, because the common enemy usually blocks the beginnings of the foundation of pious works54 (EP. 4081. Date: 01/04/1643).


      	Therefore, the mission of our Institute will be to teach children - starting with the basic rudiments - correct reading, writing, calculation and latin, but, above all, piety and Christian doctrine; and do it to the best of our ability. (LESAGA, J. M., ASIAIN, M. Á., LECEA, J. M. “Constitutions of Calasanz. Preamble”, n. 5, in Documentos Fundacionales de las Escuelas Pías, Salamanca: Calasancias, 1979, p. 49).

    


    4. THE SUBJECT OF THE CALASANZIAN ACTION: “…THAT THE REFORM OF CHRISTIAN SOCIETY LIES IN THE DILIGENT PRACTICE OF SUCH MISSION”


    Constitutions of Calasanz. Preamble (Date: 31/01/1622)


    1. Efficacious-Suitable cooperators of the truth


    Resorting to the spiritual reading of the time and to the one he obviously had access to through Fr. Cordeses and his Carmelite confessors or Franciscan friends in this case the spirituality of Herp’s Directory we find an increasing acquaintance with the word “suitable”: “Above all, man has actually become God, making himself suitable to receive an abundance of divine graces. This must always come first in the conversion to God”.


    In the Constitutions, number 3, we can read: “With a humble attitude, we must expect from Almighty God the necessary means to be suitable cooperators of the Truth, because he called us as laborers to this plentiful harvest”.


    He also refers to the same issue in some of his letters: “I yield to sounder judgment and words, but as we are cooperators of the divine will and its power, as long as we do not assume such functions by ourselves I want to hope that he will give us the necessary strength. I am more than ever prepared to continue with the work we have begun and I am sure that the furious attacks of hell which fears to suffer a great loss because of our poor family, in those and other areas will not prevail and defeat us55.


    It is clear that the “suitability” will depend on each one’s openness to the “grace of God”. If we are “suitable”, God will give us the necessary strength, that is, “suitability” to be cooperators of the truth. As the Saint says in the above quote “as long as we do not assume such functions by ourselves”. That is to say as long as we don’t trust anything more than in our own strength. If we really trust in the Lord and not only in our strengths, if so, we will be “suitable”; God will give us the necessary strength.


    Suitability to be cooperators of Truth has much to do with humility. Calasanz talks so much about. Suitable, a word so widely used in our days, which we can correctly apply to what Calasanz says in his Constitutions:


    We are we must be suitable cooperators of the truth, without losing sight of what has already been said, without losing sight of the spirit, grace, the charism: “let us not assume such functions by ourselves, I want to wait for God to give us the necessary strength”.


    This would be the most important part of suitability. But this suitability depends also on having a good scientific background. As Calasanz had already said, in our case it is unquestionable; at each moment we must make use of the best methods to be able to teach mathematics or language, but also possess the doctrine and the suitable method to teach about life according to the Spirit, besides setting an example of it. Theological contents and pastoral methodology - today we would call them pastoral techniques. He gives a reminder of it in some quotes of letters and Constitutions:


    In order to achieve this aim, we believe it is indispensable not only to offer the example of a life according to the Spirit but to possess the doctrine and the method to teach it. Therefore, when serious progress in the authentic virtues is seen in those who have been admitted to the profession, they will have to be given a good foundation in letters and the methodology of teaching56.


    When speaking of the formation of educators, also speaks in terms of suitability and of course, of strength and spirit: “I have read what you wrote to me in your letter of the 5th of the month that is ending, and I am happy that the Lord is giving you more and more spirit and strength to teach different things to our religious, so as to make them more suitable for our Institute”57.


    “Fr. General and the Capitulars Fathers of the Pious Schools have explained to Your Holiness other times that having in our Order some individuals who, either because of great instability of mind or little spirit, could not tolerate this occupation” (EP. 3576.1. Date: April 1641). “And since those who have affection for the Order, there, must show it not only by setting the example, being very observant of our rules, but also by finding suitable individuals for our Institute, let me know who [has] that spirit and who has the opposite. As I am in a hurry, I will not add anything else for the time being. May the Lord bless us all. Amen”58.


    2. The community, the fraternity


    We are, not I am, says Calasanz. The subject begins to be perceived as “we”. The subject of the action is not an individual, it is the community, it is the group, the fraternity.


    We cannot separate either suitability or cooperators of the truth from the community. This is because the subject of the Piarist evangelizing action is always the community, it is always the fraternity, it is always the group, the team.


    In the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, Calasanz says: “Men of apostolic life, very poor and very unassuming”59. In the proem to the Constitutions themselves Piarists are spoken of and seen not as individual persons, one by one, but as a community, as a group.


    The characteristics that define that suitability have appeared earlier in the characteristics of identity that I have summed up at the end of each section, but this becomes even deeper in that “very poor and very unassuming” quoted in the Memorial. Other features that introduce us on the notion Calasanz had about Community are: “to stay united” “precise observance in matters related to the house and the schools” “many eyes see better than one”. All of this can be verified in the following paragraph, in which Calasanz speaks of a “suitable superior”:


    I wrote two or three weeks ago that a Meeting should be held in that house for common satisfaction, dealing with what is necessary for the precise observance of matters related to the house and the schools, since it can often happen that the Superior forgets certain things of which he will be reminded in this way, and many eyes see better than one. If you stay united in this way and the Superior does not take it wrong to be warned of something, the observance will go well; but if the Superior thinks that he is the absolute master he is totally deceiving himself and God will allow him to make many mistakes, which would not happen if he humbled himself to ask the opinion of others in the house. I hope the Lord will grant you the grace to remain united and in agreement, because in this way we will serve God, which is what we all must wish for...60.


    As we have read at the beginning of the previous paragraph, Calasanz says “as I said two or three weeks ago”. I.e., it is essential for him and institutionalized in the operation of the Order, the review community meetings, formation, sharing, the difference of opinion: “We ordain you, at least once a week, to meet the professed priests Congregation, and also the clerics who have received at least the first tonsure, and professed of seven full years, with whom to discuss seriously the most serious things”61. For him the Piarist subject is the community. The shaft is the community. Fundamental it is, therefore, as we have seen have suitable communities, groups prepared spiritually and scientifically.


    3. Other features of the community proposed by Calasanz:


     Prayer community. Already from the beginning when the schools were at the Vestri Palace, Calasanz said: “they will gather everyone in the oratory and make mental prayer for the space of two quarters;” after which, they will have regular exercises for space of other two quarters of an hour”62.


     The community, place of the Spirit: “and to hear the views of all, because many times the Holy Spirit speaks for mouth of one, which is just thought” “I am sure indeed that the Spirit through someone will always show his will”63.


     The community for the common good and charity: I would like you to continue meeting each week, with each view on the common good rather than on own and particularly with union and charity64.


     The community so that things go well: “and that each week have congregation among the priests, as I hope they will do it to make things go more smoothly”65.


     Community as educational community: how advantage could be obtained for the students, which is our Institute66,


     Community open to the dialogue of all: hear the opinion of all the cleric s and all the brothers”67.


     Community where everything is owned in common: won’t spending without consulting at least two priests; It will make things that take home is dealt on the table to allow everyone to participate, even though little68;


     The community place of discernment: in terms of reading of Mr. Papacoda, say the Fathers Assistants that it is a thing that can be done; However, have a meeting about it, study it there, and send its opinion69.


    4. Other traits of suitability


    More features of this suitability emerge from the following texts, from two letters of Calasanz that will enlighten us about the meaning of suitable cooperator of Truth for Calasanz:


     Love for abandoned children (charity) and the interest in the culture (good letters) qualities of the King of Poland that Calasanz highlighted and appreciated as a reflection of what he wanted in his Religion: “The great loss that the men of our Order have suffered and with them the Order itself because of such great King’s death, is known only by those who know very well the benevolence of this King toward religious men, his interest for good letters, and his charity toward abandoned children”(when the King of Poland died)70.


     With union, peace and harmony everyone must work according to his capacity for the love of God: “because in our Religion, Brothers are as necessary as Clerks and Priests, given that all make up one body and one must not say to the other “I do not need you» (1 Cor 12:21), but let each one work in peace and with great merit according to his talents purely out of love for God, etc.71


    Both personally and as a community, being suitable cooperators of the truth requires a number of characteristics that make up a large part of our identity. All these traits and more that we can discover among the writings of Calasanz list and describe how should be the Piarist subject. The Piarist religious and lay, that should be adorned with a number of qualities as the mentioned, but that all are framed and put in common in the community, which is the architect of education advocated by Calasanz.


    ANNEX 5: “Suitability”


    Are these identity features right? ¿Would you add any other specification?


    Argue your answer


     Suitable cooperators of the truth:


     As a community-fraternity:


     Effective:


    Make a list of the values and attitudes that are behind the features that we’ve seen in the Piarist cooperator of the truth.


    6. WHERE EVERYTHING COMES TOGETHER: “…THE CHILD IS DILIGENTLY IMBUED WITH PIETY AND LETTERS” “… THROUGH LETTERS AND THE SPIRIT, GOOD MORALS AND MANNERS, THE LIGHT OF GOD AND OF THE WORLD”


    Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, n. 9 (Date: 1621)


    1. PIETY AND CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE


    When the heart abounds in something, the tongue proclaims it incessantly. Writings, letters, speeches, memorials. In them, Calasanz, speaks of what abounds in his heart. I will try now to work out what he used to say and repeat very frequently about the charism and the ministry. He tried to sum up all that he felt and lived in a motto, which he kept deepening into so as to make others understand the importance of the content it tried to define.


    Through a motto, one tries to say in few words what one lives, feels, and wants to communicate. Quite a difficult task and a headache, nowadays, for those who work in advertising. The Pious Schools’ motto is “Piety and letters”, but let us see what this motto means and where does Calasanz speak about it. The motto alone, as it it is and written that way, appears only twice, in his Constitutions. We will see, however, that from then on he tried to go deeper into it, and starting with the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, he uses the motto-changing one of the words. I believe he does this to avoid restricting the meaning of the motto, in its first part “Piety” only to “work of charity”, a “pious act”…


    We will have a look first at what the Constitutions say about the motto:


    Because if the child is diligently imbued with piety and letters since his childhood, there is good reason to expect that he will go through life happily (CC 2).


    The goal that our Congregation is aiming for through the Pious Schools is the education of children concerning both Christian piety and human letters in order that, with this formation, they may reach eternal life (CC 203).


    The piety referred to in the motto is not understood just as prayer, kindness, religiosity, or Christian doctrine, terms which are also used by him and we will consider later. Nor is it Faith understood only as content or a creed which is confessed. From his spiritual perception, Calasanz understood piety also as: “The gift that produces abundance of fraternal compassion toward all men, without partiality, with spiritual or corporal assistance, because it guides man with loving compassion, which saddens the heart and makes him compassionate toward any human need”72. This was the interpretation, according to his spirituality, which determined the way he lived and expressed the term “piety”. As it can be seen, it is much more than Christian doctrine or catechism. Calasanz differentiated between “piety and Christian doctrine”.


    What is piety? What concerns letters is clearer.


    2. SPIRIT AND LETTERS


    The motto “Piety and letters” does not appear in the letters even once written in that way. If, as we said, the tongue speaks of what the heart abounds in, how can it be that this motto appears only twice in the Constitutions and does not appear frequently in the letters?


    Certainly, that is how it is., what appears frequently, Instead, is “Spirit and Letters”. It appears many times in his letters and also in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, which I think is the great Educational Project of the Pious Schools. All the necessary elements of an Educational Project are contained in it: pedagogical, anthropological, and psychological principles; ideology, structure, organization, management, curricular design, and methodological orientations. Well then, in the part about Principles and Ideology, we could say, we find the following paragraph:


    The most meritorious, for establishing and putting into practice, with fullness of charity in the Church, an effective remedy, preventive and curative of evil, inducer and enlightener of good, intended for all boys of any condition and therefore for all men who go through that age first by means of letters and the spirit, good morals and manners, the light of God and of the world”73.


    Through the light of God and the light of the world the phrase with which the quote ends could be understood now as saying:


    “As educators we feel the urgency of being “healthy” so as to be able to “heal”. To that end we resort to:


    - The light of men: acquiring a suitable theoretical and didactic formation.


    - In the light of God: going through a process of knowledge and liberation, of personalization and evangelization, to transform us in men of faith74.


    “Light of God and light of the world” We will begin to deepen the motto from this Calasanzian statement: “if children are imbued with piety and letters since their earliest childhood, it can be expected of them to spend their life in a good way”. I believe that these two words have to do with “light of God and light of the world”. Interpreted with this key, piety starts to become something wider, and starting with the Memorial - which is subsequent to the Constitutions, therefore we can speak of evolution - Calasanz starts using the expression Spirit and Letters. Spirit as light of God, Letters as light of the world? Evidently, this is how he meant it.


    The two words always together: spirit and letters. Light of God and of the world. Besides, he constantly puts emphasis on it in his letters. Furthermore, he did it when addressing the future Scolapians and later the religious already professed: “It upsets me greatly that our clerks show such little desire to learn. The reason is that they do not know how useful it would be for the pupils if they were capable of teaching them letters and the spirit jointly”75.


    “And tell me how Marcello Ceci is doing regarding both letters and the spirit. I am not yet free, by the grace of the Lord, from that Little pain that was left from the fall near the mill of Campagnano, although it does not prevent me from doing ordinary actions. Tell maestro Vicente to leave as soon as posible, taking with him a good servant and all the necessary instruments, and tell this to Fr. Francisco or Fr. Pedro. May the Lord bless all of you.


    Tell Fr.Bernardino Niella to work with all diligence for the benefit of the pupils regarding letters and the spirit and in this way he will soon experience the hundredfold remuneration76.


    Piety and Letters. Spirit and Letters. Two mottos or the same motto? Leaving it clear that the motto of the Order is Piety and Letters, I think they both mean the same thing, although Spirit and letters for my express it better, because I think that it is wider for the possible inclusion of the different facets of the Ministry. It is very important to understand the importance of Calasanz “Spirit and Letters” gives the following:


    There is a copy of the Constitutions he used the Sardinian copy77 which is identical to the copy of Narni, written by Calasanz, in the four first points except in n. 2, that the word “foelix” changes “felix”. This copy is full of marginal notes written by him78. They are apparently informal notes, but vital ones because it was his working document and he expressed in it what he felt when he read his Constitutions. I ask myself: Could they not be corrections he wanted to introduce in the new constitutions for the Order? Because the approved ones had not been approved for the Order, they were for the Pauline Congregation, and when it was converted so speedily into Order of the Pious Schools he did not have enough time to write new ones and the same ones that had been approved for the Pauline Congregation were presented. As a matter of fact, in some copies kept in San Pantaleo, the title Pauline Congregation appears crossed out and written next to it: Order of the Pious Schools.


    Let us consider some handwritten notes that are of great interest to us. In number 2 of the Proem, where it says Piety and Letters, there is a handwritten79 note of his that says: “ut etiam ipsa experientia compertum habemus, eos qui a prima aetate in christiana disciplina instituti fuerunt ac a pueris spiritum simul in litteris hauserunt, in viros probos ac plures ex eis in omni pietatis et sanctitatis genere perfectos evasisse ut reipsa Sanctorum exempla per totius Ecclesiae decursum plene testantur”, which translated means: “as we also know with certainty by experience itself that those who were instructed in the Christian discipline since childhood (early age) and absorbed the spirit together with letters since they were children, turned out to be upright men, and many of them perfect in every kind of piety and holiness, as is fully attested to by the example of the Saints throughout the history of the Church”80.


    “Instructed in the Christian discipline”, that is, trained in religious contents through religious education, with prayer and expression of Faith. “And since they were children...” However, the most important thing is what follows: they must absorb in the educational process, the Spirit and Letters together. If this absorption takes place, the educational process that Calasanz proposed will be completely successful. Should it be like this, continues Calasanz, let us hope many of them will become perfect men in every kind of piety and holiness, which is the aim. All kindof piety”: we will later see what he expressed in his letters about piety. In this case, and in this note, Calasanz, places it in another level to the spirit. He says that “the spirit and the letters together” will be perfect in all genre of piety and holiness that is the goal.


    It is clear by now that there is much more to the motto “Piety and Letters” than what we sometimes say or how we interpret it. Piety means much more. Calasanz found another word that expressed much better what he felt it consisted in. That word is the Spirit of whom we were speaking at the beginning, who gives us the charism, who impels us to evangelize the poor, who makes us do what Jesus did. He is the one who sends us forth to educate, using the educational process as the main means to announce the good news. This is the spirit that is necessary as Calasanz used to say in order to learn, to educate poor children, to remain, to suffer… Hence, that repetitive insistence on spirit and letters together, always together. This is Calasanz’s great discovery, his great intuition, the great gift that God gave him and that caused him so many headaches. The great gift that impelled him to befriend Galileo and Campanella, and led him being ahead of his time to make dialogue between Faith and Culture possible. And also make it possible, for the first time, to glimpse that Jesus the Christ wanted the liberation of the whole man, not only the salvation of his soul. “Light of God and light of the world”, in order to obtain it. Spirit and Letters, in order to achieve it. This brought him serious problems, and the Holy Office called him and the ecclesiastical hierarchy did not understand him, but he “remained” with “persistent patience”, being several centuries ahead of the “Evangelii Nuntiandi”.


    We have already expanded the horizon of our motto “Piety and letters”; with the help of the same author you can further deepen from so many quotations that we have already included in previous chapters.


    But now, albeit briefly, let us see how letters is linked to other terms different to Piety and Spirit.


    To conclude this reflection on the spirit and the letters, I bring here the following quote:


    “2. Gathering the letters with the spirit”


    I want to say now that the letters do not drown with the spirit, or the spirit with the letters. And this is a heavenly and Divine remedy, and it would be great for us to learn it. And it is that we should put together the letters with the spirit and the spirit with the letters. There are men who think that they are two incompatible things; if they have letters, they do not want a spirit, and if they have the spirit they do not want the letters. It’s a great ignorance, because the Spirit of God is enclosed in letters and the letters in the Spirit of Dios, and the Spirit is the one who teaches letters and the letters are those who discover this divine and sovereign Spirit”.


    The quote is from Saint Juan Bautista de la Concepción, reformer and founder of the Barefoot Trinitarians, known by St. Joseph Calasanz (GINER, S.: San José de Calasanz. Maestro y Fundador, Madrid: BAC, 1992, p. 343, n. 5). It is curious that he was not canonized until 1975. He was beatified in 1819 and canonized in 1975, because of problems with his writings. The quotation is in Obras Completas, Madrid: BAC, p. 384, 1995-2002, ISBN: 84-7914-196-4.


    In these “Complete Works” there is all a complete treaty on “the spirit and the letters”.


    3. THE FEAR OF GOD


    Calasanz brings together also the Spirit and the “Fear of God” in some of his letters. Before concluding, it would be good to stop to consider what Calasanz meant by Fear of God. We are using language of the time and a spiritual text of the time, word for word, in order to understand it: “it is filial fear, which impresses upon the heart a paternal and loving reverence toward God. It creates, in the will, joy and the desire to submit itself completely to the divine will. It also instills a noble modesty before Him. The servile fear of Hell, Purgatory, judgment, death, etc., is overcome. The same is true of temporal fear, sufferings, humiliations, loss of material goods, persecution by men, and things of that sort. It abandons itself to God’s good pleasure” (Herp).


    Taking this quote as a starting point, we can go a little more in depth by citing a quote from the summary of a spiritual theology doctoral thesis81:


    1. For Calasanz, the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom, with words taken from the Scriptures (Prv 1:7; Eccl 1:20). The fear of God is an overarching attitude that encompasses the whole person. Whoever fears the Lord studies the law, gets to know it, loves it, and this is why he/she obeys it. Calasanz’s interpretation of the fear of God moves along these sapiential lines.


    2. It is a fear that leads man to live with an attitude of vigilance. The person lives in constant tension between good and evil and must be vigilant because, as St. Teresa of Jesus warns, “there are many obstacles…” The purpose of vigilance is to avoid any offence against God. In this, Calasanz is demanding with his religious “no deliberate offence against the Lord can be admitted”. In the case of children, they will learn it progressively. And at the same time that they learn to avoid what is wrong they have to train themselves in doing what is good and practicing the virtues.


    3. The “Holy fear” is also a relationship of love. It resides in the heart of man and prepares the growth of love. Calasanz wants his religious to walk in the fear of God; he also wants them to do everything out of “pure love”. “Do not lose holy fear, but grow up in love” he writes to Fr. Querubini. That is to say, the growth of love does not entail the loss of fear, which on the contrary will lead him to love, even if that fear, which may have been servile at the beginning, will become filial because of love.


    What are the roots by which “holy fear” is sustained and fed, in Calasanz’s view? We find two that are fundamental:


    1. Self-knowledge, which brings with it the experience of human weakness and leads man to live with an attitude of humility and confidence two characteristic virtues of the saint. “Since our nature is so fragile, blessed is he who always remains in fear”. Fear cannot exist in the proud man and, for a saint, pride is “man’s sin”.


    2. Acknowledgement of what God is. God is Lord and Father, and Lord, Benign and Almighty. Divine Fatherhood and Majesty are the two attributes most commonly used by Calasanz when referring to God.


    Before Fatherhood, the human being feels attraction and confidence; before Majesty, the feeling is one of veneration and respect. For Calasanz, that reverence must be “utmost” when the priest approaches the sacrifice of the Mass, in which the Trinity spoke with “great reverence” and with “familiarity” at the same time. Fear manifests itself as veneration, respect, and reverence.


    Self-knowledge, humility and knowledge of God are things that the Lord grants to the religious who prays and constantly listens to the Spirit, says Calasanz. These things are necessary for true fear of God to become a reality in man.


    The Fear of God leads us to humility, contemplation, prayer, personal liberation from attachments, and impels us to place ourselves in the hands of God. Another connotation of the Spirit of whom Calasanz speaks: It impresses upon the heart “a paternal and loving reverence toward God”, whom we ask from and before whom it wants to stay constantly, and one of the active ways of doing it is by cultivating continuous prayer, exercising the communion of saints and saying a prayer, especially one of petition”82.


    4. PIETY


    We will then see some expressions of letters of Calasanz where the saint explains in a way what is to him piety:


    1. Piety as acts of love and compassion coming from love of neighbor: in a thanking letter to a lady Calasanz says: “I have written to Mrs. Baroness who built the convent, thanking her for her great piety”83. In another he says: “That is why, Emm. Lord, taking his Eminence, for his great piety, firm resolution to maintain the Institute in favor of the poor”84.


    Also in this sense of love to the neighbor and even mercy, Calasanz says to teachers: “alms should come by the piety that show our teachers to students”85.


    Even in this text adds the title of Christian to this piety of which he speaks to religious institutes: “about the security of Christian piety that V. S. has always had and I hope will continue to have it with all religions and in particular with ours”86.


    2. Exercises of piety and prayer: Calasanz advised that schools go well: “...and to learn the life of Christ and also exercises of piety”87 also referring to the community performance says: “...of those who have missed the prayer and other acts of piety”.


    3. God’s mercy: Calasanz says referring to the souls in purgatory: “I thank the Lord for the grace that has manifested and expressed always having benign and paternal piety towards the souls in purgatory”88 also shows that divine mercy together with the word piety in this text: “...and in such circumstances God blessed tends to show his piety, noting the remedy when least expected”89.


    4. Piety must unite, seeks communion among all: “...and know that our Religion is in that city to show its piety and not to oppose anyone”90.


    5. Referring to pious works: “I have been asked to send aid to those schools of Venice, because, he says, there are people of great piety in that city and very generous with the pious works”91. He also says: “on the issue of which you speak to me, to have over there a man as an administrator, as do other pious places”92.


    6. Constituent of persons: already at 1, he refers to qualities of individuals, but we add more specifically from a negative aspect: “...because all these words show that their piety is not real, but very false and deluded; that is why it is necessary to teach the Holy humility and obedience”93.


    5. EDUCATION SPIRITUALITY, WHERE WE FIND: PIETY, SPIRIT, FEAR OF GOD, CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, VIRTUES...


    All charisms and all Ministries are determined by the following of Jesus; that is what Calasanz did following Jesus. There is something in Calasanz Constitutions akin to the expression following of Jesus: “...corpore etiam, et animo celerius, post ipsum currant”, which literally translated says: “... run after Him in body and soul more quickly”94. In today’s language it would be: in body and soul, they will follow Him more quickly. The phrase is included at one point referring to the religious vows. About them Calasanz says, that the resignation that represent the vows and the desire that is displayed as being united to the Lord, is the straight path to follow Him. But he still adds: they will follow the Lord more quickly if everything they have left, has been left because of love. He introduces a key that is not only that of the ascetic of the vows, but it is a more mystical spirituality: based on love. In this doing it all because of love, we have a fundamental key in the spirituality of Calasanz and therefore in the educational spirituality he is living.


    In the imitation of Christ (following) Calasanz always presents Christ in whom he believes. He says: “... you have too much self-respect and if you will not humble yourselves, you will never come through the door, about which Christ said “Ego sum ostium” (John 10: 9), “I am the door”95.


    The Lord whom he follows is “the door”. The praised God and the Christ of the service and the mission. Leave it all for love to enter through the door which is Jesus and who is in each one of the children. As well as in the motto, “for the greater glory of God and utility of others”, in his life he does not normally separate the service of praise to God and vice versa, makes us see that to talk about what is useful to others is to speak of God. Talking about service is talking about God. Education service has no sense for Calasanz alone and isolated; for him, education service is God’s presence. Christ is present and is embodied in the children. Thus, he expresses in a letter: “...but no longer for the service of the poor students that represent the person of Christ, but everyone will realize this at the time of death”96. The poor, the poor children, for Calasanz, are Christ himself97 and therefore, whatever we do, we do it for themselves, who are Christ himself. To follow Christ for Calasanz (imitate) suppose to serve, educate the children of any condition as stated in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti98, but especially the poor. This is the hub of his educational spirituality.


    The Jesus whom Calasanz imitates (follows), clearly is expressed in the Constitutions when he copy this paragraph of the Gospel: “What you did with on brother of mine from those more humble, with me you did it”, and he does so after saying that we should not despise in any case a poor child. He delves more into this, when referring to the service that the Provincials must offer, he says: “imitate the love, the delicacy and the kindness of our Lord Jesus Christ”. But not only that, they should be pastors and not tyrants for the flock. Teaching and guiding, with works rather than with words99.


    He also clearly expresses that the Lord is in all, among others in the shepherds of the Church, those who made him suffer so much in the last days of his life. When speaking of the Prelates, the civil authorities and the superiors of the Order he says: “In all of them you will try to discover the Lord Christ”100.


    The love he refers to, is love “caritas”. It isn’t a love “light”, is a love of generosity and service. The love that fills his heart is the love of Jesus, the same love that Jesus has.


    We have seen that Calasanz used to say that love, delicacy and kindness, we must learn them from Christ. These values are forming part of the educational spirituality.


    Continuing with the axes of the Calasanctian educational spirituality, this following-up in love and from love, creates attitudes and values. We found some in some spiritual sentences. Not all are of Calasanz, but they were used in his time for formation and he approved them and promoted their knowledge101: “The servant of Christ suffers with patience, speaks little and works hard for Christ. Nothing you’ve given to Christ if you have not given all your heart. He uses wrongly his room who, does not speak to Christ in it, or does not work for Christ”.


    And in some of his letters, as well as in the Proem of the Constitutions specifically are: patience, charity, diligence, affection. Joy, to which he had already alluded in another paragraph, could not be missing: “Try to live with joy, because if you add joy to patience, you will make works of great merit. May the schools go well, as much as possible, so that they could not rightly speak ill of us. The Lord bless us all. Amen”102.


    Calasanz also uses examples from everyday life, so that all could understand what he meant when he spoke of imitating Christ: “The day is known by the dawn, and by a good start the good end, and the course of life depends on the education received in childhood his good smell is never lost, as in the vessel’s the smell of a good liquor”: who don’t see, therefore, that greater advantage and less difficulty and not confusion, will experience other religious institutions in the exercise of their Ministry, the greater has been the preparation of a well educated people?”103.


    From there we can understand this statement of Calasanz: “The smell of the good religious consists in becoming a living portrait of the model of all virtue, Jesus Christ; in such a way that all his actions, words and thoughts make feel the smell of Christ to all who see him”104. An image of the senses serves Calasanz to say that throughout our life and action people should feel Christ’s presence, without speaking or preaching. The testimony must be the best word. Already we can interpret, after reading the above quote the meaning of, “preparation of well educated people”. They will be the ones that have “smell of Christ” transmitted by the experience and the word of their educators105. To have “smell of Christ” for Calasanz, means to have “smell of sheep”, as says Pope Francis, because children are our sheep and as Calasanz says they are Christ himself.


    It is clear in the example, that our Ministry is a privileged way of following the Lord and imitating Christ. So many times says Calasanz that the exercise of the Ministry is the key in identifying with Christ. From him we must expect the grace, as it says in the prologue of the Constitutions: “We must humbly expect from Almighty God, who has called us to work in this most fruitful harvest, the necessary means to make us able cooperators with Truth”106.


    In some of his letters, he also refers to the same topic as we have already said when he speaks of the suitability. It is clear that the “suitability” will depend on the opening of each person to the “grace of God”. God will give us the necessary forces, i.e. “suitability” to be cooperators of the truth. It has to do much with the humility about which Calasanz speaks often. Suitable, a so much employed word today that we can properly apply to what Calasanz says in his Constitutions: we are, we should be, suitable cooperators of the truth, without losing sight of what was said above, without losing sight of the spirit, the grace of the charism: “Let us not introduce in such functions by ourselves, I hope that God will give us the necessary forces”107.


    The necessary humility. As in this quote, which Calasanz makes of the Gospel of the day of Saint Francis: “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and Earth because you have hidden these things from the wise and prudent in this world and you have revealed them to children” (Mt 11:25)108. He writes it in a letter to a religious recommending him humility.


    In this same quote from the Gospel (Mt 11:25-30) the Lord says: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest for your souls”. Patience and humility, meekness and humility other characteristics of Christ we must imitate according to Calasanz. This educational spirituality will be developed in him who is suitable and in his spirituality shines love, humility, patience, finesse and goodness.


    Christ Poor is another feature to imitate in Christ. Christ Poor is the one we must follow, being poor. For Calasanz it was very clear that this Christ is the one he had to follow. Interestingly, it is a fact that happened to Fr. Alachi doing the Pilgrimage to Santiago, which places us with all spontaneity in this key of the Calasanctian tracking of Jesus. According to the Saint in a letter, Fr. Alachi and his companions were stolen several times on the pilgrimage to Santiago. The response of Calasanz, using such a good occasion to announce the Evangelical good news, is one of the most beautiful statements about our Ministry and the Christ Poor we must follow. So says the Saint in response to the letter of the P. Alachi: “So it is no marvel that the in the last pilgrimage to Santiago you were stolen several times, because the Lord wants his Apostolic ministers to be true apostles or his ambassadors”. Sent to evangelize, with a walking stick and sandals, but without a bag (Mc 6:7-13)109.


    The Christ of the cross, about whom he tells him to his own: “... we will strive, to the example of St. Paul, in contemplating and imitating Christ crucified and the different steps of his life”110.


    In the educational spirituality of Calasanz the “kenosis” of Christ is paramount. Calasanz’ Christ is the Christ present in poor children. It is Christ who gives life because of love, and as a result of the proclamation of the good news. The Cross is not simply for a contemplation with aesthetic sense. It is one contemplation of Christ in others who suffer, are marginalized, uneducated and involved his passion.


    St. Paul says: “Christ, despite his divine status, did not boast of his category of God; on the contrary, he stripped himself of his rank and took the slave status...”111. This renunciation of which the Apostle speaks, is the renunciation that Calasanz speaks about, and so many times when he recommends to contemplate the passion of Christ and other moments of his life, but above all the passion. It is not a theoretical meditation which is recommended. It is a contemplation that brings life to prayer and prayer to life. That brings the mission to prayer and the prayer to mission.


    Calasanz when speaking of the above might be thinking or praying this passage of the Gospel or other similar: “Remember the word that I have said: the servant is not more than their Lord. If they persecuted me, they also will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will also keep yours. But all this they will do it to you for my name’s sake, because they do not know the One who has sent me”112.


    The Christ that goes down, the Christ of the “kenosis”, is the one proposed to us by Calasanz as Center of our contemplation. “If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross and follow me; for whoever wants to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for me will find it”113. In a speech to the superiors, the Founder describes what it means denying himself and says that the Lord, who was God himself, denied himself and became poor among the poor, receiving all kinds of insults and blows, even death on the cross. In detail in one of his letters, he describes the suffering and the denying of Christ. But at the end of the quotation, he says something very important, which makes no longer a mere asceticism or suffering of this spiritual teaching, this spiritual feature. At the end of this quote he makes ministerial or educational spirituality, this “kenosis” of Christ, when he says: “being rich, he became poor... to take a little his holy Cross... dressing everyone from head to toe with the blanket of holy charity, making happily be true that admirable saying of the Apostle: “Charitas non quaerit quae sua sunt...” (love does not seek its own) (1 Cor 13, 5).114 Joy and Love appear as part of the spirituality of the Cross, from which he talks so much about. Willing to give his life for the sake of poor children, that is the “kenosis” of the Piarist. Ministerial or educational spirituality brings to cheerfully and by pure love getting down to poor children. Education is an act of love the Pope Francis reminded him recently: “Education is an act of love, is to give life. And love is demanding, it calls to find the best resources, in order to awaken passion and start a journey with patience with the young. The educator in Catholic Schools should be first and foremost very competent, qualified, and at the same time full of humanity, able to be among young people with pedagogical style, to promote their human and spiritual growth”115.


    Let us remember these words of Paul: “Because Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the Gospel; not with wisdom of words, so that the cross of Christ is not made futile, as the message of the cross is folly to those who are lost, but for those who are saved, for us, it is strength of God”116. Other components of this spirituality of the cross them read by Calasanz bring to collation in addition to charity and joy: happiness, joy, real and consolations that he mentions when talking about someone who knows true happiness and joy, citing that no philosopher known it, since Christ himself put it on the cross and those who practice it, will do succeed117.


    This following is through a narrow path, as he expresses it many times; but one of them is when he says a brother to come to Rome, so that he will transmit him the spirit that God has given him, which is to learn the narrow way of our charism and Ministry118. The road is narrow, but the spirit, the charism lived in the Ministry, will make it easier.


    Examples of acceptance of the Cross and the clarity that he had about which should be the spirit and mission of the Pious Schools (the order) is found in a statement very loud and clear of Calasanz when the Order was abolished by the Holy See and was given to the religious the possibility of abandoning it. The elder Calasanz 89 years old says: “...I don’t have anything to grab: I just say that I don’t want to go to another Order. I will remain so until God wants”119.


    Ultimately, all the features of this Christ that Calasanz is speaking about, he is transmitting them to children and religious. At the same time, children and religious are showing to him who is the Lord. His spirituality, forgive the expression, is of roundtrip. It grows in the Piarist educator from children and grows in children from the educator. It is therefore a living spirituality that becomes flesh in the creatures. It is incarnate Jesus, it is Christ the Lord.


    Educational Calasanctian spirituality comes from the Christ that is embodied and is present in children, the Christ of the Cross, the Christ Poor who loves the poor, the humble and patient Christ, Love’s Christ. This Christ that leads him to act at the school from love, patience, humility, poverty, discovering in everything true happiness and joy. That’s the spirit, the spirituality transmitted by Calasanz.


    ANNEX 6: Piety and Letters or Spirit and Letters?


     Bearing in mind the following quotations, define what is spirit and what is piety in Calasanz. Get help also in the other quotations: piety, Christian doctrine, virtues, fear of God.


     Which motto do you think is richer in its meaning: Piety and letters or Spirit and letters?


     Can you tell what Calasanz wanted and thought when he says “Piety and letters”? Read before all quotations, which are contained in this annex.


    LIST OF QUOTATIONS ON THE LETTERS, ON “SPIRIT

    AND LETTERS”, “FEAR OF GOD”, “CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE”, “PIETY”, “VIRTUE”, “VIRTUES”


    1. SPIRIT AND LETTERS IN CALASANZ


    
      	The most commendable, for establishing and putting into practice, with fullness of charity in the Church, an effective remedy, preventive and curative of evil, inducer and enlightener of good, intended for all boys of any condition and therefore for all men who go through that age first by means of letters and the spirit, good morals and manners, the light of God and of the world… (Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, May 1621. AGSP., RC. n. 69).


      	Concerning the temptation of that poor priest, who has wanted to leave for Spain under a false name to start the Pious Schools, he is so inconstant and with little education and perhaps even less spirit, that he can only do things that are of little good example (EP. 573. Date: 01/09/1627).


      	It upsets me greatly that our clerks show such little desire to learn. The reason is that they do not know how useful it would be for the pupils if they were capable of teaching them letters and the spirit jointly. But being negligent, they will be incapable of teaching one thing or the other (EP. 576. Date: 01/16/1627).


      	…to teach the pupils with religious modesty and seriousness, not only letters, but also the spiritual way of living (EP. 688. Date: 08/29/1627).


      	Concerning the students, I will pray the Lord to give them spirit to be able to learn humility as well as letters, because without that virtue the latter can be more of a hindrance than a help. Urge them, therefore, to embrace it with great fervor (EP. 708. Date: 10/07/1627).


      	When founding houses, it is necessary to endeavor to set a good example, both in things of the spirit and in those about letters (EP. 756. Date: 01/01/1628).


      	Try with all diligence to make sure that the schools perform well, regarding both letters and the spirit, because this is our Institute and, if we do things well, the Lord will send us not only temporal help to live and erect buildings, but also spiritual graces, which are for us the real goods we must secure with all our interest (EP. 1167. Date: 07/28/1629).


      	Regarding the school of writing and abacus, I have written to Fr. Provincial to have it taken care of by a one clerk or more if they have talent for that exercise, since that school is more important than any other that deals with grammar, and I would like a priest to be always the one to be in charge of it so that the pupils will behave as well educated in the spirit. Discuss it with Fr. Provincial because I think it is very important. I think Bro. Juan will have to go to Palermo during these vacations because of something to do with his father; I am writing to Fr. Provincial and I will abide by what he decides… We have lost in Bro. Alejos a good subject of letters and spirit; may the Lord send us others for that purpose (EP. 1201. Date: 09/08/1629).


      	Now, brother Juan Bautista is arriving for the school, in the place of brother Domingo, and I hope he will do better in letters and in the spirit (EP. 1234. Date: 10/17/1629).


      	The bad luck of those schools of Cárcare has been seen in that the cl. Pedro Pablo a young man, but mature in letters and much more in modesty and spirit has died in Genoa some days ago. For the time being, I do not have anyone like him who can be sent there… it is necessary for the Superior to act as such in charity and patience and in the spirit, and, like a father, know how to maintain peace among the subjects (EP. 1246. Date: 02/11/1629).


      	Concerning brother Marco Antonio [Corcioli], if he does not help himself and does not mend his ways, he will always be just like a zero, which is good for nothing, neither for himself, because he will not have spirit, nor for the others, because he will not be able to help either in letters or in the spirit. This is why he should try to learn both (EP. 1613. Date: 05/05/1631).


      	When Bellingambi’s son comes, he will be welcome and we will take due care of him, so that he makes progress not only in letters but also in the spirit and in devotion (EP. 2515. Date: 03/14/1636).


      	Try to give pupils good education in letters and spirit, and be sure that “qua mensura mensi fueritis, remetietur et vobis» (Mt 7, 6) (The measure with which you measure will be measured out to you) (EP. 2532. Date: 05/18/1636).


      	…with Bro. Marco Antonio, because although he may seem unassuming and without letters the Holy Spirit often speaks through the mouth of the unsophisticated, especially the devout (EP. 2581.1. Date: 08/28/1636).


      	Put all your interest in the good performance of the schools regarding letters and the spirit, visiting them very frequently. At the same time, make sure that the constitutions are observed in the house, and have a look at them yourself many times, so that you can advise particularly those who make some mistake. I will not stop asking our Lord in prayer to give you the spirit that is required by the position you have. May the Lord bless us all (EP. 2583. Date: 09/05/1636).


      	They are healthy in that rented place, and they concern themselves very much with letters and the spirit (EP. 2600.1. Date: 10/02/1636).


      	…look after the spiritual progress of your pupils with all diligence, because these two novices produce very good results, both in letters and in the spirit (EP. 2683. Date: 02/18/1637).


      	You must know that, while [he] is in his homeland and learns neither letters nor spirit, everything will go against you (EP. 3282. Date: 02/24/1640).

        2. FEAR OF GOD

      

    


    
      	He must be received with charity, always returning good for evil; likewise, if othes want to come back, especially to the Oratory, where they should be taught the fear of god and the devotion to the Most Holy Virgin (EP. 29. Date: 12/24/1618).


      	…helping each other they will be able to take care with due diligence of the teaching of letters, Christian doctrine, and the holy fear of god to the 40 boys who are there (EP. 58. Date: 12/23/1620).


      	Take great care that the pupils are well taught in letters and the fear of God (EP. 165. Date: 06/14/1623).


      	…such as the prize God has prepared for those who help the poor, particularly in spiritual things and the holy fear of god, saying the Wise: «Qui erudiunt multos fulgebunt sicut stellae in perpetuas aeternitates» (EP. 196. Date: 11/23/1623).


      	…there is particular interest in teaching them the Christian doctrine, together with good morals and the holy fear of god, and many spiritual activities to be done at home, distributing as very useful means rosaries and devotional booklets (EP. 346.1. Date: 10/27/1625).


      	…you will encourage the frequent reception of the sacraments and the holy fear of god, so that those schools may have a good name now (EP. 354. Date: 11/04/1625).


      	Try to teach everyone in the school and at the oratory how important, the holy fear of God is in the heart of the boys, which is the highest doctrine that can be taught in this life, and the most meritorious one doing it only out of pure love of the Lord (EP. 1374. Date: 04/27/1630).


      	I am sorry also about the death of our neighbors, who leave two young children who are being educated in the holy fear of god; and we do not know how they will be looked after, even if they find accommodation (EP. 595. Date: 03/13/1627).


      	Since our dearest Fr. Juan Esteban a religious who is keen on everything that has to do with the fear of god is living there, he will make you his trusted consultant and will ask you to let him personally know if you see that something is not going well (EP. 621. Date: 05/22/1627).


      	Provide the other classes with specialized teachers, so that they will not only take care of letters but principally the holy fear of god (EP. 755a. Date: [s.d.]).


      	…tell Fr. Diomedes to write to his father, or to Fr. Castilla, a couple of lines in his own hand so as to console his parents exhorting them to the holy fear of god; particularly his brother Lorenzo (EP. 779. Date: 02/05/1628).


      	This is why, take great care in making sure that the pupils learn letters and the holy fear of the Lord out of love (EP. 782. Date: 12/02/1628).


      	…not only preventing the children from doing what is wrong, but also making sure that they learn the holy fear of god, which is an action that not only merits greater goods, but also makes great satisfaction for our mistakes. That is why, all in agreement, with this you will render a great service to god, and one which is very useful to your neighbors and ourselves (EP. 791. Date: 19/02/1628).


      	Try with great charity and patience to do what is good for the children, above all in the holy fear of god, from whom we must expect every reward for our fatigue (EP. 862. Date: 06/02/1628).


      	…especially if, there, they treat the poor pupils with charity, teaching them with all diligence the fear of god together with letters, which is something you must repeatedly insist upon, visiting the schools frequently (EP. 885. Date: 06/30/1628).

        3. PIETY

      

    


    
      	Always do your posible best for the schools to perform well, and make sure to have frequent spiritual exhortations to the pupils and that they learn the life of Christ as well as the exercises of piety, and that they go to confession because in that way the Lord will give us his holy gifts and will bless us always (EP. 0594. Date: 03/06/1627).


      	I would not want V. S. (Your Honor) to forget the affection you have shown in the past with so many works of charity in favor of our Religion. I hope that, considering your great piety, you will not forget that (EP. 790. Date: 02/19/1628).


      	Until now no one has written to me under the name of V.S. or any other person’s name anything that may have led me to change opinion regarding the conviction I have about the Christian piety that V.S have always had, and I hope (you) will continue to have toward all Religions, particularly toward ours (EP. 826. Date: 04/22/1628).


      	As for Brother Andrés de Santa María, it is better if he stays in the cell making the spiritual exercises. And so that he does not get tired, [and] is able to digest, give him bread and water every other day, until further notice, so that he learns to talk to the Superior with the necessary modesty; and so that he does not say “do it yourself” and “go give orders in your home”, since all these words show that his piety is not a true one, on the contrary quite false and a delusion. This is why it is necessary to teach him holy humility and obedience (EP. 1613. Date: 05/05/1631).


      	You will receive from God the fruit of your holy piety, and the reward for the effort undertaken in our favor (EP. 1803. Date: 06/04/1632).


      	He has asked me to send help to those schools in Venice, because he says in that city there are people of great piety and very generous with pious Works; I will try to do it as soon as I can (EP. 1910. Date: 11/06/1632).


      	I have wished to say this in appreciation for the most religious piety of Your Eminence, whom I humbly beseech, if you agree, a postponement on my part of the compliance with your just demands, of which I wish to be, affectionately, a most prompt complier (EP. 2068. Date: 06/25/1633).


      	The paternal and assiduous care that Your Eminence has for our Order which admires your great piety, compels us even more to acknowledge you not only as Lord and Authority, but also as Father; and maintain filial feelings toward Your Most Eminent person (EP. 2340. Date: 03/03/1635).


      	Concerning the matter you mention to me, about having there a man with a power of attorney, like other pious places do, could be the particular way [of acting] to sort things out, if it seems advisable (EP. 2410. Date: 07/18/1635).


      	Your Eminence, you want to honor me because of your great courtesy. If You are, more than me, the owner of our Order, and even more of all those places, and those that will be founded in those lands which are and will be part[s] of your great piety, liberality and authority why do you want to ask me permission to speed up the profession of that brother if not to do me this honor? I thank you infinitely for that (EP. 2480. Date: 12/01/1635).


      	May the Lord in his mercy want to stop the punishment that our sins deserve, and bless us always (EP. 2707. Date: 04/22/1637).


      	Alms must come as a result of the piety that our teachers show toward the pupils, and not from the Masses. Since the main thing is missing, we need to get help from what is incidental (EP. 2994. Date: 25/12/1638).


      	You have acted in a saintly manner doing special things for the needs of the holy Church in all our houses of that Province. This exercise should last throughout holy week, and then we will see the piety you have had with the holy Church, for which we thank you in all humility (EP. 3044. Date: 19/02/1639).


      	May it please the Lord that the holy intention of the Cardinal who will not put up with inobservance, as he did in the past be put into practice as soon as possible. If V. R. had kept your paternal piety and your authority as a Superior impartial not treating one person with more affection or confidence than another, but showing equal benevolence toward everyone, without a particular friendship toward anyone now everyone would be more faithful and obedient toward you (EP. 3122. Date: 08/13/1639).


      	…and on the other, you give indications of having a vehement and pious desire for our Religion to spread in those regions. It only remains that it be conceded to me to satisfy the will of such pious way of piety, as I have always wished (EP. 3126. Date: 08/20/1639).


      	…to send me each month the list of those who have missed prayer and other acts of piety, both in the morning and in the afternoon (EP. 3208. Date: 12/03/1639).


      	I have written to the Baroness who is having the convent built, thanking her for her great piety; and the Cardinal Protector has written recommending our Order to the Cardinal of Arrach, in Prague (EP. 3736. Date: 09/07/1641).


      	…may show the great love you have of Blessed God, with works of singular piety toward your neighbor (EP. 3831. Date: 12/14/1641).


      	May God Our Lord fill Your Majesty and your mission with happiness, and make it each day more glorious, preserving it for many years, for the benefit not only of your enormously vast kingdoms but also of the whole Christian republic, of which your great piety is eminently meritorious (EP. 3875. Date: 01/18/1642).


      	…in some way the just indignation that the Honorable Senate has manifested may die down, and they may know that our Religion is present in that city in order to show its piety and not to oppose anybody (EP. 3949. Date: 03/15/1642).


      	So that these Rev. Fathers (who are certainly men of great piety and science) see no access to any occasion of careless deterioration of charity, we want our people to treat others always with honor and deference, letting them have the first places (EP. 4148. Date: January 1644).


      	…not being able to delay any longer turning confidently to the most powerful protection of your great piety, (he) begs you to oppose effectively the violence of those who seek to get rid of it, either directly or indirectly (EP. 4278.1. Date: before 07/17/1645).


      	This is why, Your Excellency, since your great piety leads Your Eminence to be quite determined to keep the Institute in favor of the Poor, do not listen to the above suggestions, which are presented to you for very subtle reasons of state by those who want to eradicate it (EP. 4278.2. Date: before 07/17/1645).


      	…and in such circumstances, blessed God usually shows his piety, indicating the remedy when one least expects it (EP. 4289. Date: 09/02/1645).


      	And meanwhile, I ask the Lord to see with eyes of mercy (T.’s note: mercy = piedad in Spanish) not only that house but also the others of the Order (EP. 4412. Date: 09/29/1646).


      	I thank the Lord for the grace he has manifested and always manifests, having benign and fatherly mercy toward the souls of Purgatory, as Your Lordship kindly wrote to me about that devout Jesuit Father (EP. 4441*. Date: 03/09/1647).


      	…to the Most Holy Patriarch St. Joseph in our church. May he, through his piety, obtain from blessed Christ, his putative son, the solution for the troubles and tribulations of our Religion (EP. 4453. Date: 04/20/1647).

        4. CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE

      

    


    
      	…and it is no small grace from the Lord to give you such fervent desire to help the poor in such useful and necessary way as doctrine coupled with the holy fear of God and at such a tender age that the benefit is certain, as can be touched with our hands here please his Divine Majesty (EP. 7. Date: 05/23/1614).


      	…and the whole of the Latin language and particularly the doctrina xpiana and the holy fear of God, for which they have their Congregations or Oratories on holydays frequenting the sacraments, and they are accompanied in the morning and in the afternoon from the schools to their homes (Sumario de la Congregación Paulina AGSP., RC. n. 01, 018).


      	They are taught Christian doctrine and the holy fear of God with other spiritual exercises to practice at home (Sumario de la Congregación Paulina AGSP., RC. n. XII, n. 125).


      	Fr. Lorenzo, who is the Director of Christian Doctrine... [needs] ...some doctrines of the small type (EP. 36. Date: 02/10/1619).


      	Helping each other, they will be able to take care with due diligence of the teaching of letters, Christian doctrine, and the holy fear of God to the 40 boys who are there (EP. 58. Date: 12/23/1620).


      	Try all together to set an example for lay people. Explain Christian doctrine with all posible diligence, because it is of great importance (EP. 79. Date: 08/21/1621).


      	Each morning, all the students of this class of Latin laguage recite first by heart half a page of Christian doctrine, then they [decline] a noun with adjective of the different declensions and, sometimes, compound, like ‘pater familias prudens’, ‘respublica nobilis’, etc., and the lesson on Cicero or another author…


      	Arrange for all the pupils to go to confession once a month and for the older ones to go to communion, and for all to go to Christian doctrine on holidays (EP. 91.1. Date: 10/15/1621).


      	From the Constitutions of Calasanz. Orig. (asd;integr) AGSP., RC. n. 11c, 9)

         Therefore, the mission of our Institute will be to teach children starting with the rudiments correct reading, writing, calculation and latin, but above all piety and Christian doctrine; and do it to the best of our ability.


         In the classroom, pupils will learn the Christian doctrine booklet by heart. Teachers will explain one or another point weekly, on the appointed day. The children will have also public sessions about it, in our churches or in another place that the Superior may consider appropriate, on Sundays and customary holidays, for the greater glory of God and the benefit of our neighbor.


         Let some of us teach the novices in the second year of trial and with the approval of the Superior the methodology for teaching Christian doctrine, handwriting and calculation. And complete this formation in those who are gifted, even if they are Clerks.


         (He) will ask those Responsible for the house about the following points:


        - solution given to something serious that happened in the house or in the school, which they came to know about outside confession;


        - excessive affection of any religious toward his relatives or person from outside;


        - assiduous practice of Christian doctrine at school and in the public session of the church. Verify whether everything is organized in a way that the pupils have no opportunity to be on their own if they attend the Congregations, the Oratory, and the Christian doctrine session on holidays, and how much care our people put in all that.

      


      	Then, let it be known that now that there is only our school it is going much better than when there was the one of the Canon [Juan Antonio], not only regarding letters and pupil attendance, but also Christian doctrine. (EP. 0445. Date: 06/10/1626).


      	…that these boys may train in the service of God, and may be taught Christian doctrine and everything that pertains to the true Christian. Memorial (EP. 108. Date: 07/04/1622).


      	…we, in a particular way, who are renting someone else’s house, and it is advisable to maintain harmony and union with the Archpriest, when Y.R. finds it possible try to please him, especially in things concerning the Church, and help him with charity in the administration of the sacraments and providing assistance with Christian doctrine (EP. 114. Date: 08/18/1622).


      	Try to use all diligence in teaching the Christian doctrine and helping souls, which is the highest action that can be done in this life. This work, done with joy, is very pleasing to God (EP. 128. Date: 10/03/1622 Copy in Memorial to Cardinal Scoma).


      	With regard to Christian doctrine, if there is no one who can give it, let two or three of our people go, but I am afraid they will not be much respected because they are not our students, but learned from other teachers (EP. 214. Date: 05/12/1624).


      	…after de obtaining the license from the Ordinary, you can celebrate Masses, hear confessions, teach the Christian doctrine, and give sermons to the people, according to the decrees of the Sacred Tridentine Council and our Constitutions (EP. 331.1. Date: 10/06/1625).


      	The poor are given paper and ink; there is particular interest in teaching them the Christian doctrine, together with good morals and the holy fear of God, and many spiritual activities to be done at home, distributing as very useful means rosaries and devotional booklets (Informe para Visita apostólica. Orig. (asd;integr) di informe in ASV, AA., 6941, fasc. 9).


      	In the same way, you can turn to the Vicar, especially regarding the poor who do not know Christian doctrine and drift idly through the city. And in this, Y.R. should use all diligence so that the difference it makes to have one school only can be seen, and the error of past times wanting to maintain another school, perhaps to upset Mr. Laercio, which has now been ended may be cleared up (EP. 444. Date: 06/09/1626).


      	…when there is only our school than when there was (also) the school of the Canon [Juan Antonio], not only regarding letters and pupil attendance, but also Christian doctrine (EP. 445. Date: 10/06/1626).


      	Highly thought of by the city’s Bishop and by the whole city, because on holidays he teaches Christian doctrine at the Cathedral where sometimes the Bishop comes (EP. 477. Date: 07/12/1626).


      	With regard to sending to Christian doctrine, you have done very well, because we have few people who know how to perform that task well (EP. 608. Date: 04/17/1627).


      	…and if necessary now and then. let him help some of the younger pupils to recite the prayers and the Christian doctrine (EP. 781. Date: 02/12/1628).


      	And how each one is behaving there as regards obedience; and how the schools and Christian doctrine are going (EP. 842. Date: 12/05/1628).


      	I am sending the Saints of the month for one year, and many sheets with illustrations for Christian doctrine and for the classes. I am sending the booklets about the Passion and the Acts of Virtue; and three or four small books by Kempis; one for Fr. Diomedes, and another for Brother Francisco, if he does not have it; and a razor for this brother. Regarding the pictures, make three parts, one to be kept by the Superior, another by Fr. Diomedes, and the other by Brother Francisco, to be given to the pupils and to those of Christian Doctrine (EP. 1009. Date: 12/03/1628).


      	With regard to those from Cárcare who complain about our people, it is not just because of the water, which cannot run as it used to, but because very little care is taken in the school, and little too in Christian doctrine (EP. 1094. Date: 04/27/16).


      	As regards Christian doctrine, nothing should be done that upsets the Archpriest, whom you will try to help in every possible way (EP. 1048. Date: 01/19/1629).


      	…but because very little care is taken in the school, and little too in Christian doctrine… As for the negligence regarding the schools and Christian doctrine, it must be the fault of the Superior, whom it seems to me does not visit them each day, nor does he inform the Provincial or myself (EP. 1094. Date: 04/27/1629).


      	With regard to Christian Doctrine, do not do anything that the Archpriest does not like (EP. 1120. Date: 06/10/1629).


      	…and in this way I drive away all affliction and melancholy. Try to use all diligence in teaching the Christian doctrine and helping souls, which is the highest action that can be done in this life, and this work, done with joy, is very pleasing to God, who grants you his Holy Spirit with the fullness of his holy gifts (EP. 1148. Date: 07/07/1629).


      	I have given brother Juan just a few illustrations for Christian doctrine (EP. 1210. Date: 09/16/1629).


      	Tell Fr. Provincial that study must not prevent either the teaching of Christian doctrine on holidays, or morning and afternoon prayer, or the sins chapters and the mortifications (EP. 1319. Date: 02/09/1630).


      	Try to make sure, also, that the brotherhood, the pupils’ oratories, as well as Christian doctrine on holidays, go well (EP. 1442. Date: 07/20/1630).


      	As for Christian doctrine, necessary help should be given and all the pupils ordered to attend the holidays sessions, so that the Vicar is satisfied with our diligence (EP. 1713. Date: 11/12/1631).


      	Please take special care of Christian doctrine in S. Pedro each Sunday, because the Cardinal and bishop will be happy if he sees that great value is attached to it. He asked me if the Fathers were looking after it and I answered affirmatively (EP. 1741. Date: 01/27/1632).


      	Regarding Christian doctrine I told him that two of us were not enough, since no diocesan priest was going (EP. 1830. Date: 07/12/1632).


      	I want you to look after Christian doctrine; but wanting to do more than what is possible seems to me a lack of consideration. It is strange that the Jesuit Fathers, who established their house before us, do not look after it themselves, and yet it is their Charism everywhere (EP. 2052. Date: 06/02/1633).


      	For Christian Doctrine, make use of the church offered by the Vicar General, whose request I will be pleased to satisfy (EP. 2060. Date: 06/15/1633).


      	I am displeased with the fact that Fr. Francisco Antonio, de Vitulano, is so off the track that he does not realize what a great gain it is for him the time he dedicates to teaching letters but even more importantly, Christian doctrine to the youngsters (EP. 2255. Date: 08/05/1634).


      	The way to become wise and prudent in the interior school is to make oneself like a fool in the eyes of men, letting oneself be guided like a little donkey. This is true doctrine, but since it is contrary to human reasoning and prudence, there are few who follow it, and so the word of Christ “Arcta est via et pauci sunt qui inveniunt eam» (Mt 7:14: How narrow the gate and constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few) (EP. 2300. Date: 03/12/1634).


      	As far as Christian Doctrine is concerned, it will have a larger audience not only made up of children, but also adult men and women in the parish church than in ours. And teaching it there will produce more benefit, especially making everybody know what must be customarily believed and done. I hope this will prove of great benefit, and it is better to serve them in their church than in ours, which is far and isolated, and where not all kinds of women can go without giving rise to some gossip. This is why, bear this in mind (EP. 2452. Date: 10/01/1635).


      	Therefore, in the visit that V. R. will pay to the houses, tell them that, when teaching the law of the Lord, our people should not exceed the terms and limits of the Christian doctrine composed by Cardinal Belarmino (EP. 2577. Date: 08/20/1636).


      	But as soon as there is good weather, the Fathers will come, eager to help the schools and Christian doctrine with real interest, and serve Your Excellency with great affection (EP. 2806. Date: 02/13/1638).


      	Try to make sure, also, that teachers are at school at the right time, and that they are in church, on holidays, for Christian doctrine, and if anyone is negligent in this (EP. 2816. Date: 03/12/1638).


      	With regard to the teaching of Christian doctrine, in principle I would not want the burden of teaching single girls to be accepted, but rather start only with the boys, because this task of teaching the doctrine to women should be left to the parish priest. Regarding the boys, apart from Cardinal Belarmino’s Christian doctrine, they must be taught the Mysteries of the life and passion of Christ and the Spiritual exercises for the Pious Schools children, printed in Rome (EP. 2916. Date: 08/07/1638).


      	Our Fathers were required by the abovementioned Inquisitors to dedicate themselves to teach the Christian doctrine to children, without meddling with things to do with sermons, for which there is no lack of other Religions (EP. 3084.1. Date: 05/14/1639).


      	But those Gentlemen urged us verbally to teach the boys Christian doctrine jointly with letters, in keeping with our Institute (EP. 3112. Date: 07/02/1639).


      	For the satisfaction of which Fr. Pedro Antonio told him to write [to me], we will have Christian doctrine exercises with them, and catechesis exercises for the school children until vacations (EP. 3500. Date: 09/07/1640).


      	Regarding Christian Doctrine, not having a church big enough, we will consult the Vicar on what arrangements they can make for the children to attend Christian doctrine where it is more comfortable for them, because in this matter we have to seek only the convenience and benefit of the youngsters (EP. 3691. Date: 08/03/1641).


      	I received a great joy with Y.R.’s letter of the first of February, getting to know that the teaching of Christian doctrine for poor children has been introduced in our church and , it says, after having been taught they receive a bread roll, being easy to find someone who gives it out of charity, and since this work is at the service of the poor, it must be very pleasing to God and meritorious for whoever carries it out (EP. 3903. Date: 02/01/1642).


      	I wish very much that the teaching of Christian doctrine to children in the public church be attended to with greater diligence, and that, in schools, all pupils may learn the mysteries of the Passion of Christ, published in Rome, and also that small book of spiritual exercises where there are the acts of faith, hope, humility, and contrition (EP. 3920. Date: 02/08/1642).


      	As for teaching Christian doctrine to the poor little ones, it seems to me a holy work; and whoever does it with charity will acquire great merit before God. This is why, try to do things in such a way that you may persevere, and not do as some do, showing great fervor at the beginning and then getting tired and abandoning their undertaking (EP. 3935. Date: 02/22/1642).


      	Our Fathers must take great care of the pupils, and make them devout, not only by teaching them letters and Christian doctrine in class, but also having them frequent the oratories and, there, the holy sacraments, so that if lay people see this fervor in our religious they will become much more interested in our ministry (EP. 4039. Date: 10/01/1642).

        5. VIRTUE-VIRTUES

      

    


    
      	It is impossible for them to make progress either in virtue or in letters, and I know very well that those who have been under the discipline of said Father have made much progress in both (EP. 143.1. Date: 02/08/1623).


      	He will be able to hear confessions and Y.R. will be more available to be in the schools and encourage the pupils to receive the most benefit from letters and the virtues (EP. 263. Date: 11/02/1624).


      	In this way, we will help the pupils not only to learn letters but also to be modest and (EP. 267. Date: 11/12/1624).

    


    6. A NEW WAY OF UNDERSTANDING EDUCATION


    Memorial to Cardinal Roma, nn. 3-5 (Date: 1645)


    1. Calasanzian pedagogy is not fundamentally defined by the methods Calasanz used


    What has been said up to now takes shape in a specific ministry which is “useful and necessary”, as Calasanz himself says in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti, undoubtedly the best summary of what it meant for him and means now to act the Scolapian way, to carry out evangelization the Scolapian way.


    This specific Ministry, this mission a gift of God to Calasanz, which was then entrusted to him by the Church is not simply, as it has been said many times: “schooling”; it is much more than that. We can be side-tracked by trying to repeat some method used by Calasanz; perhaps some educational strategy or some form of organization he used for schooling. Thinking along these lines, or simply repeating, would mean reducing Calasanz’s thought to mere anecdote regarding the Mission, regarding this singular specific Ministry:


    Until the last years of his life, Calasanz clarified and firmly defended this ministry as something proper and specific to the Pious Schools, in writings such as the “Declarations on the Constitutions” (1637), in many letters, and in several memorials. Particularly in the one addressed to Cardinal Roma (1645), he asks not to deprive the Scolapians of their commitment of total consecration to God, of the possibility of educating comprehensively up to the age of adulthood, and of their identification with the poorer sectors of society. In this way, he wants to prevent this ministry which, from its beginnings, was considered different, necessary and specific in the Church from being diluted in the future120.


    Using the language of our time and placing myself on the level of the UNESCO journal Perspectivas-Prospects which considers Calasanz as being among the 100 greatest creators of educational thought of all times. I believe that what we should refer to, when speaking about Calasanzian education and what he meant by education, is a Calasanz as great educator, creator of a new and different educational movement121.


    2. Calasanzian pedagogy is a Educational movement


    Calasanz is an educator ahead of his time, and before talking about specific methodologies or didactics, he establishes the basis that will guide their development. He sets the educational aims: the objectives in a particular context, creating therefore an educational movement which many have drawn on and continue to do so. Let us remember that “educational movements are theories of thought or investigation that describe, explain, lead, and/or allow the understanding of educational aspects within a particular context”. Calasanz, one of the top 100 education thinkers of all times (UNESCO) does not limit himself simply to the creation of a school organization or to use and recommend certain methods. He uses what is best for each moment-whatever is useful as an instrument to carry forward his educational thinking. We will see now, a summary of the aims that shape this Calasanzian Educational Movement and lead us to consider him as a revolutionary in the education of his time and even of today.


    These are the fundamental points that define his educational thinking and therefore create an educational movement:


    2.1. The pupil, the child, the youth, considered as protagonist122 of the educational process


    The pupil’s potential is all within him, and we must cooperate in order to develop it this is what Calasanz insists upon123. All children have capabilities and the educator must adapt himself to the children, bringing out what is best in each one. One of many quotes we find in his letters reads: “Try V. R. to give credit to that Brother of ours Juan Bautista, of the first class, before everyone, not only before the pupils but before as many people as posible and enourage him to be diligent and adjust to the pupils’ ability, not only when teaching common speech but also when teaching in class, and treat all the pupils with benevolence, so that they will realize that he sincerely seeks their benefit, and in that way he will encourage them to be diligent at school and then will attract them more easily to the service of God, which is our great gain124.


    The poor pupil is Christ himself. In one of his letters, Calasanz deepens what he says in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti “Tell brother Antonio de la Concepción to try with all diligence to teach the class you tell him to teach. And if he had love I do not mean love for the Institute, but for blessed God and for himself he would manage to learn what he does not know, so as to do good to the poor, or rather to Christ in the poor”125. Therefore, for the Founder the pupil is Christ whom the educator serves, and his financial situation, his poverty, must not be an obstacle for him to gain access to the field of knowledge.


    This Calasanzian way of accepting the person who is being educated as the one who has the ability to believe and build up his knowledge, to have individual and group autonomy, leads us to make it posible for them to develop personal criteria, ways of acting, interests, and conceptualizations, as a necessary end in itself for a proper development of the learning processes, and as a goal to be achieved in order to enable autonomous personality and behavior. Calasanz realizes that “knowledge” is not only the information which is assimilated in the form of concept sor processes, but also cognitive procedures, social habits, attitudes, beliefs… After having been learned, these factors establish themselves in the pupil’s conduct and condition the way he behaves, thinks and acts. Calasanz says: “If children, since their early childhood…”


    2.2. The educator as “suitable cooperator of the truth”, “worthy cooperator of the truth”126


    Going to the sources, we find in the Constitutions of Calasanz this adjective that defines the educator:


    With a humble attitude, we must expect from Almighty God the necessary means to be suitable cooperators of the Truth, because he called us as laborers to this plentiful harvest.


    We can translate cooperator of the truth in our days as educator who is companion, facilitator, or tutor the two truths always go together. Calasanz’s pedagogy asserts that all the potential exists127 within the pupil, and cooperation is needed in order to develop it128. Suitable Cooperator of the Truth, which is reflected in the way the educator positions himself before the child, who is a person even from his most tender age. The child is not a man in miniature; accepting him in this way would entail having to wait until he grows and becomes a person. Everyone is endowed with abilities. The educator must discover them and help develop them fully, and this means fostering the development of the person that the pupil already is.


    Acknowledging and respecting each and every student as a human person is a key feature in his thought. It means the acceptance that everyone has a transcendent origin and destiny, and that each one is an individual, self-fulfilling being, destined to develop in society. It is one of the great pedagogical discoveries of Calasanz.


    In order to achieve that, Calasanz proposes some key elements for the formation of the Calasanzian educator, namely, humility, patience, and poverty:


    Humility, therefore, will make the educator become a faithful servant of the truth. Indeed, the humble educator will never try to make his opinion prevail because it is his, but will always seek the truth, by consulting others, and do everything in the best possible way129.


    Humility will lead us to find our place in educational intentions that do not consider effectiveness the only essential thing, favoring dialogue and giving us an extremely powerful weapon - that of those who communicate without fear their experience of what is good and valid. Because it is not coming from people who believe that they possess the absolute truth, but appreciate Calasanzian humility and and live by it. Therefore, teaching practice must be carried out in and dealing with specific situations, with the same educational style, in the same school organization, and in the discussion of dilemmas. In these “live” situations, the pupil as well as ourselves will gradually find the necessary materials to keep growing.


    “Tell me also how Bro. Juan de S. Esteban is behaving; if he is humble he will be very useful to the pupils and the Religion, but if he does not humble himself, he will be of no use to himself nor to the pupils…”130.


    In today’s language we would say that the educational activities carried out in our school should be essentially cooperative, in which success and failure are shared, dialogue and exchange of views become a method, and the possibility of seeing things from the other person’s point of view (social decentration) is fundamental, with respect for all opinions, even if they come from a minority.


    In the Ministry document it is expressed in the following words, which sum up the attitude an educator must have: “To profess the utmost respect, appreciation, and hope for the abilities of our students”131.


    Therefore, as educators, we must assume an attitude of dissatisfaction and hope: humility. We do not know everything, we continue being students.


    Patience and love go always together in Calasanz. He ties “practical charity” to patience, indicating that the educator must keep anger away. He is fundamentally emphasizing that we must have much patience and charity toward poor children132.


    Calasanz makes «practical charity» stem from patience, which is what St. John says: «Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth». The energy for the growth as educators that patience affords us, is the one coming from love, which is the greatest “nergy” that exists.


    Patience will afford us what to me and I believe also to pedagogy today is the most important educational principle, summed up by Calasanz’s words in this way: “it is not possible to become perfect at once”. It does not consist in building immediately and by filling the pupils with things, as if they were containers, little men who are knowledgeable, but of helping them patiently accompanying them, adapting ouselves to their abilities to build themselves as believing persons and build their knowledge.


    I have chosen one of the many quotes of Calasanz about patience, which serves as a conclusion to this section:


    “To Fr. Peregrino Tencani. Nursia.


    Try to live with joy, because if you add joy to patience you will accomplish Works of great merit. Make sure, inasmuch as possible, that the schools go well, so that they cannot speak badly of us with reason. May the Lord bless us all. Amen. Rome, October 12 1621133.


    Poverty, understood not only as the absence of material goods, but rather as the poverty of those who are free and are not afraid. We consider two key features of it, which define it as a Calasanzian value for educators. The first one links poverty to freedom in the exercise of the Mission. For Calasanz, independently of the ascetics that goes together with poverty, and of its value as a religious vow, the mission the Scolapian ministry as he conceives it is largely dependent on the poverty of the educator, of the educators in his time, “the poor of the Mother of God”. For him, this was the way not to feel tied to any power or any powerful person, in order to be free to exercise the type of education they wanted to implement. Reading it in this key, we can understand poverty as a fundamental characteristic of the educator. We see this, taking as an example the way he answers in a letter faced with some lay people who wanted to establish their criteria and dictate the way things should develop in exchange for the money they were giving for the schools or the community basically, to profit, as it happens also today, when ideas and wills are bought with money, and philosophies are changed:


    As for Pignella, I want him, and anyone else, to face the facts, because our religious do not have to dependo n any lay person, except the Marquis of Belmonte, as a Patron; the others, if they wish to help as those of the Duchesca do, without any expectations of authority or wanting to meddle with matters concerning the religious, they can do it; otherwise, we will keep depending, as we have always done, only on God134.


    The second key feature has to do with the exercise of explicit evangelization, that is, the way to take the gospel message to everyone, and make the poor aware of this announcement without any other interest involved. Only a teacher who is poor and does not look after his own interests only an educator who does not see education as an activity with a profit motive will be a good bearer of the Message of Jesus:


    I have received letters saying that they have arrived in Nikolsburg, in Moravia, where we have three very observant convents with great affluence of of heretics’ children, who convert to our faith very easily and, what is more significant, they do it with their parents’ consent; seeing that we only have food and clothing, they tell them: if God is calling you to follow that path, go where God is calling you135.


    Furthermore, if we adopt these two features of poverty, values such as solidarity, understanding, independence, and comprehension, will grow in us, and in that way we will give our students the possibility of developing them themselves.


    The tendency toward utopia which is what makes hope possible will also grow. It seems that the healthy dissatisfaction of those who wanted a better world and are by now contented with what has been established has disappeared today. There is no room for Transcendence or the Kingdom. Poverty will make us keep going in a world that becomes more and more complaisant. Utopia’s torch, which is dissatisfaction that stimulates the desire to be better, will give rise to hope in the face of the, sometimes, desperate situation of the world around us.


    I am referring also to the selection136 and formation of educators


    In the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti137, in the Constitutions, and in many letters, he dwells on the formation of educators, the characteristics they should have and how they should prepare for this task of comprehensive education. Just one quote from the Memorial to Cardinal Lancelotti: “…should have a great deal of charity and patience… this is why, those who look after it should be the people who are most suitable and have more talent”.


    To conclude this section, I am quoting what is, perhaps, the most beautiful definition of educator or Piarist religious written by Calasanz: “men of apostolic life, very unassuming and poor”.


    2.3. Comprehensive education


    Addressed to the whole person, as it says in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti138.“Of great worth, as it revolves around the salvation, of the soul and the body together”.


    As can be seen, this statement by Calasanz presents a conception of the person that is very different from the one of the time, as we said in previous sections. The distinction was radical, and what mattered was to save the souls. Calasanz goes off the beaten track and revolutionizes the conception of person that existed, and also the conception of education. Soul and body together. It is a matter of saving the whole person.


    That is why, as we saw before, he constantly insists on the statement he considers utterly fundamental: “letters and spirit together”. To absorb the spirit and the letters always jointly.


    Calasanz insists on this idea of comprehensive education, comprehensive evangelization. When he speaks about the addressees of this education, he says: “intended for all boys of any condition and therefore for all men who go through that age first by means of letters and the spirit, good morals and manners, the light of God and of the world...”139.


    If we were speaking today, we would say that the Calasanzian ministry conceives man as a whole, and the child is not a man in miniature, but he is already a person, with all that that implies, in terms of spiritual, physical, and intellectual abilities.


    His pastoral is implicit as well as explicit. I take as an example of explicit, continuous prayer:


    There will also be, if possible, another priest to lead Continuous Prayer. It is done by turns of ten to twelve pupils, morning and afternoon, during clases; for the exaltation of the Holy Roman Church, the extirpation of heresies, concord among the Catholic Princes, and good governance and development of our Congregation. That Father will teach the little ones the way to prepare for the Sacrament of Penance; the older ones, for the Eucharist and a simple and accessible method for praying; and other topics suited to the boys’ ability140.


    Regarding the implicit pastoral, let us remember the insistence of the Founder on the harmonization of all the aspects of the person in the educational process. In fact, he maintains that study can make a contribution to the spirit to piety and the spirit to study, reciprocally and on an equal footing. This is what he says to educators then religious in his Constitutions: “harmonize study with piety and let both render reciprocal service to each other”141.


    2.4. Education for all, in an open and flexible school


    Calasanzian education, and therefore the Calasanzian school, is open to the different contexts in which it takes place. Open to all and intended in the first place for little and poor people and places142 the good educational work of the Pious Schools is carried out with the awareness that it is world heritage, we would say today. Calasanz wants to “Help everyone in everything”, this is his formula, which remains well described in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti143.


    Calasanz explicitly refuses to discriminate anyone, let alone a poor child. He fights against respect of persons, and he says so in the Memorial to three Cardinals, among whom Gustiniani. The Calasanzian ministry feels bound to the contexts of poverty, but open to any kind of person, without discrimination. So much so that heretics and atheists were admitted in their schools of Nikolsburg, today Miculov.


    The universality of the Pious Schools is not only due to the fact that it is a school that is free and open to believers. It is because it did not discriminate ideologically or on the grounds of Faith either, with the problem and the problems that this entailed for Calasanz.


    This sense of a universal and open school cuts across all of Calasanz’s writings, but it is preciously embodied in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti: “…intended for all boys of any condition - and therefore for all men…” Here again he takes the opportunity to consider the boy as a person“… intended for all boys… and therefore for all men…”144.


    The Calasanzian school is conceived not only as an open school but also a flexible one, which does not limit itself to what we would call nowadays formal education. Calasanz was not a slave to programs and he was already making what we call in the present school curricular adaptations on the basis of an open and flexible curriculum. Fr. Shánta explains it well in his Obra Pedagógica145: “With the program of the different clases, with great prudence, with a fine sense of a cultural and social policy, the whole school system, which contained within it a complete course of education from the most tender age until university, obtained admirable flexibility, with perfect adaptation to the needs of the poor sons of the people. As a matter of fact, it was possible to find a happy solution for five different needs in Calasanz’s Pious Schools: 1st. The poorest with high intellectual ability could learn reading and writing and the key elements of the Christian doctrine. 2nd. Others, who were more intelligent and had more time available to study and learn how t oread and write, could add the abacus, the knowledge of which could pave the way to different trades and commercial or military employment. 3rd. Others, in Rome and Campi if they had a special gift for music, instead of the abacus could choose to be trained in that art, and make a living from it. 4th. Others…”


    2.5. Personalized education


    The pupil’s potential is all within him, and we must cooperate in order to develop it146. Hence, the educator must discover the child’s capabilities and help him develop them to the greatest possible extent. As I said before, in his pedagogy Calasanz asserts that the pupil’s potential is all within him, and we must cooperate in order to develop it. The child is not a man in miniature; accepting him in this way would entail having to wait until he grows and becomes a person. He is a person, and every person is endowed with abilities.


    Calasanz is committed to each one’s development according to his abilities. He speaks frequently of “talents”, saying that these are found in each person. Our task as educators will be to develop each one’s talents to their full potential.


    The pupil, the child or youth, must be placed in a situation that allows for the development of his gifts. The boy has plenty of inner richness. There are no slow children. It is probably the teacher who is slow. because he does not help the children develop their abilities fully. There might be chidren who have problems; children who are different, but all of them have much potential to develop within them.


    In this Calasanzian school of the 17th century we find already attention to diversity in its infancy.


    Personalization of education finds in Calasanz, therefore, one of its predecessors. Also education in diversity. He himself said: “…and make sure that there are different teachers, according to the diversity, number, and ability of the listeners”147.


    2.6. An educational process that projects itself socially in the milieu


    The educational process as it is conceived from beginning to end has a purpose (what for): that the people who are formed in this process may be able to build a better world. For the children educated in piety and letters, when becoming believers and good people, and as children also, can collaborate with the Lord in building the Kingdom. Calasanz conceives his charism as materialized in a ministry with a social pastoral aim. This is reflected in his constitutions and in the Memorial to Tonti: Contributing to the reform of the Christian republic. Transforming society.


    All those who share the charism must be aware of this aim, and at the same time perceive that the context is an educational agent, and therefore it is either known or marginalized by the other agents, who are the educators. If they do without it, our education can become just transmission of knowledge.


    Calasanzian education must generate social change and be an agent of eclesial renewal. It is the motor that stimulates the thinking and doing of those who educate with an aim: transforming society and renewing the Church. The educational utopia outlined in 1615 (Memorial to Cardinal Lancelotti) appears in all its power in the Memorial to Cardinal Tonti: “from the good and suitable education of the subjects it will be posible to reasonably expect the renewal of society, thanks to the effective action that those who have experienced the beneficial action of education will carry out in the Church and in society. The image of the dawn and the day used by Calasanz in point 25 conveys all the beauty and force of the transforming relation of education from childhood, underlining at the end of the Memorial what is the core idea that drives him”148.


    Without forgetting that this is not incompatible with the other aim that Calasanz also proclaims: the attainment of people’s happiness. He states that the aim our Order aspires to through the Pious Schools is the education of children in Christian piety as well as in human letters, so as to attain with that the reform of Christian society and people’s temporal (go through life happily) and eternal happiness149.


    2.7. With a solid formation in all areas: in letters and spirit


    The selection and formation of educators is a constant and I would say almost an obsession in Calasanzian educational thinking. In fact, it was not just a matter of a science based formation, but as we saw earlier one in which training was received to be able to adapt to the psychological-intellectual ability of the pupil.


    In addition, being consistent with the educational aims he establishes, in order to provide comprehensive education, educators must prepare also for the pastoral task, assimilating and getting to know the most suitable methods for this task. Formation is needed for the care of the spirit, not only of the mind and the body150. Everyone must absorb the spirit together with letters, and this is as difficult today as it was then.


    Christian doctrine was not taught at school, but in the church, be it a parish, one’s own church, or an oratory for public worship, with authorization from the hierarchy. This is why he wanted each shool to have a church or public oratory next to it, since it was a mandate issued by the Holy See to be complied with.


    It is interesting to read the paragraph I am transcribing, in which we find the reason why the church of San Pantaeo is the Casa Generalizia nowadays. The main reason was that it did not have enough room to teach the Christian doctrine. This is it:


    For which it seems to be a serious problem not to have a church, or a public oratory, where these boys may freely, without depending on anyone, train in the service of God, and be taught Christian doctrine and everything that pertains to the true Christian. This is why, the piety clearly shown by Y. M. Serene Highness to us, your most devoted servants, encourages us to beg you, with the greatest posible reverence, to send a letter addressed either to the Chapter of San Eustaquio, Deaconry of Y.M.S. Highness or to whom it may concern, so that considering the proximity of San Pantaleo, a church of that Chapter we may be entrusted with looking after it, and that you use all your support and help because, without greatly affecting the capitualars, they will be able to understand that this is of great public benefit151.


    Therefore, what Calasanz means when he speaks of letters and spirit foundation of the educational task is different. Spirit has a wider meaning than piety and also wider than Christian doctrine, and they complement one another.


    We will conclude with a quotation from the Constitutions, which hammers home the need for education in letters and spirit on the part of the educators:


    Be solicitous of assigning suitable people to the different services of the house; and particularly for the literary and spiritual training152.


    2.8. Methodological orientations


    As we already said, Calasanz did not create any method, but he did use many of them, and he would advise his schools that all of them should use the same so as to avoid problems with the changes of religious.


    He made clear what his thought about methodology was in the following point of the Constitutions:


    When teaching gramar or any other subject, it is very beneficial for the pupil if the teacher follows a simple, effective, and possibly brief, method. That is why, every effort will be put into choosing the best among those recommended by the most learned and experts in the matter153.


    One can see this theory put into practice in his support for Galileo and the fact of sending Scolapians to learn from him, in spite of Galileo’s difficulties with the Holy Office.


    If we had to talk about indicators, when having to choose the best method, in his constitutions and letters Calasanz said the following about methods:


     Brief, simple and effective


     Practical


     Active


     Preventive: Their purpose was prevention: “The most meritorious, for establishing and putting into practice, with fullness of charity in the Church, an effective remedy, preventive and curative of evil, inducer and enlightener of good, intended for all boys of any condition and therefore for all men who go through that age first by means of letters and the spirit, good morals and manners, the light of God and of the world”154.


     Simultaneous: Having grouped the pupils by age and abilities, their own classmates would help those who, within that level, were lagging behind. He was ahead of D. Lorenzo Milani.


    2.9. The educational community


    The religious constituted the educational community. The latter coincided with the religious community, although it is also true that there were some lay people who took part in educational works.


    We have already said that the educators were, in the words of the M.T. “men of apostolic life, very unassuming and poor”. These men would set themselves up as an educational community headed by a “director” characterized as: “…good at dealing with practical problems, blessed with the gift of discretion; who knows, in its time and place, how to combine demand with affability... A man who is also of such virtue and character that the General or the Provincial may, on their orders, entrust him with the service of authority with full confidence”155. Just a few words define what we nowadays know as the profile of the “director”.


    The community’s rector, who was “the director” of the school, could not act on his own and at his own risk. It was established that he should meet with the community:


     He must make sure that they remain united and in agreement. Once a week


     To have a meeting about our things: matters regarding the house and the school


     With the purpose of considering how things could go better


     To do this, everyone’s opinión must be listened to


     Because the director may forget many things which he can be reminded of at the meeting “since many eyes see better than one”


     Must keep in mind that the spirit speaks through anyone, even the most insignificant of all


     The director must not take it wrong to be warned


     The director must realize that he is not “the absolute master”, since this will lead him to make many mistakes.


    It is my wish that, at least once a week, during the community leisure time, you hold a meeting about our things and how they could go better, listening to everybody’s opinión, since the Holy Spirit often speaks through the mouth of the person you least expect; and use all diligence to improve the way work is done156.


    I wrote two or three weeks ago that a Meeting should be held in that house for common satisfaction, dealing with what is necessary for the precise observance of matters related to the house and the schools, since it can often happen that the Superior forgets certain things of which he will be reminded in this way, and many eyes see better than one. If you stay united in this way and the Superior does not take it wrong to be warned of something, the observance will go well; but if the Superior thinks that he is the absolute master he is totally deceiving himself and God will allow him to make many mistakes, which would not happen if he humbled himself to ask the opinion of others in the house. I hope the Lord will grant you the grace to remain united and in agreement, because in this way we will serve God, which is what we all must wish for…


    Try to stay all united and meet all together for the common exercises in because in that way you will increase Holy Charity, without which the meetings become a great confusion157.


    2.10. He embodies all these ideas in a “Mission-Vision”


    He has an educational project. It is embodied in the Memorial to Cardinal Giustianiani. He presents what we would call today the Mission-Vision. Let us see what he says in the Memorial to Giustiniani and others written in order that the religious of the Mother of God would take care of the classes at the Institute of the Pious Schools (1615).


    ...and for everything that has to do with the good education of the youngsters in the service of God (what), for this task it is necessary to look for persons who possess great charity and patience (with whom), since it is on this type of work that the reform of the Christian Republic is based (what for), as all holy councils clearly state, and for this reason it must be done by those who are most suitable and with more talent (with whom).


    Calasanz answers the way we answer today:


     What?: Good education: Comprehensive education: Letters and spirit.


     What for?: The reform of the Christian Republic.


     Who must be the teachers for this education?: those who are most suitable and with more talent.


    ANNEX 7: School’s comprehensive educational project


    Taking as a starting point the basic headings of an Educational Project as we would see it in our days, this is how the Educational Project for a school in Calasanz’s time could be.


    What you have to do is complete it, by adding or correcting. You will find enough material for this work drawing from what has been said and the work done.


    POSSIBLE SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROJECT

    IN CALASANZ’S TIME


    This project will respond to the questions that it should now respond any educational project


    1. WHERE ARE WE? CONTEXT ANALYSIS: (Legal Norms, Socioeconomic and cultural situation of the area, Type of school, Structure and Performance, Indicators).


    a. Legal Norms: Calls by the Town Councils according to their norms and regulations. Replacing school teachers whose work is paid with public money (Memorial to Cardinal Roma).


    b. Socioeconomic and cultural situation of the area: The Piarists are going to a very specific places where the absence of schools is A fact: “…poor cities and places… not having the means to support their teachers…” (Memorial to Cardinal Roma). “Granted, therefore, the usefulness of and need for this Work158, which embraces all kinds of people, conditions, and places. “…for cities and persons who are generally little and poor, in great need of help”159 (Memorial to Cardinal Tonti).


    c. Type of school: “Basic “complete basic education and all the help that is needed to live well”160. To teach the Latin language” (young people)161 (Memorial to Cardinal Roma). “Musical instruments, handwriting, accounting” (abacus)…162.


    d. Structure and performance indicators: church, house, school and vegetable garden (CC 178).


    2. WHO ARE WE? IDENTITY: (School’s Own, Nature, Methodology, Method of Management, Language used for teaching, Pluralism and democracy, Vision-Mission)


    a. Educational principles:


    - Within the child there is all the potential to be developed. (Tonti, n. 8; Shanta, o.c., pp. 75-76).


    - Spirit and Letters always together. Piety and letters (CC)


    - The education is addressed principally to the poor (CC)


    - Educators: “that will make us become worthy cooperators of the Truth” (CC 3).


    - “The mission of our Order is to teach children starting with the basic rudiments… and latín” (CC 5) (it assumes that latin was for young people as well as children)


    - “Our Congregation tends to the conscientious education of the child as its genuine aim”. (CC 175)


    - …and for everything that has to do with the good education of the youngsters in the service of God” (Memorial to Paulo V, 1615).


    3. WHAT DO WE EXPECT TO ACHIEVE? FORMULATION OF OBJECTIVES: (School’s Own Nature, Methodology, Method of Management, Language used for teaching, Pluralism and democracy, Vision-Mission) (Area of pedagogy and curricula, Human and services sector, Administrative sector, PROJECTION: Internal, external, and regarding Formation)


    a. School’s Own Nature:


    - What to do? “Our Congregation tends to the conscientious education of the child as its genuine aim.


    - What for? As stated by many Ecumenical Councils, the reform of society depends on it” (CC 175).


    - “…since it is on this type of work that the reform of the Christian Republic is based …” (Memorial to Paulo V, 1615).


    - Atención a la diversidad, educación personalizada: “…y provea para que haya distintos maestros según la diversidad, número y capacidad de los oyentes”163.


    b. Area of pedagogy and curricula:


    - Ordinary disciplines:


    “…correct reading, writing, calculation and latín, but above all piety and Christian doctrine” (CC 5).


    Therefore, every local Superior will be very diligent in making sure that the children who learn to read use not only beautifully printed books but with such content that it is of benefit to them and their parents (CC 213).


    - Pastoral:


    “There will also be, if possible, another priest to lead Continuous Prayer. It is done by turns of ten to twelve pupils, morning and afternoon, during clases; for the exaltation of the Holy Roman Church, the extirpation of heresies, concord among the Catholic Princes, and good governance and development of our Congregation. That Father will teach the little ones the way to prepare for the Sacrament of Penance; the older ones, for the Eucharist and a simple and accessible method for praying; and other topics suited to the boys’ ability” (CC 194).


    - Formation:


    “… it will have to be very carefully considered who must be admitted to or excluded from formation for our ministry” (CC 7).


    “If a remarkable erudition, a rare skill, or another outstanding quality, make him exceedingly useful for our ministry, after consulting Fr. Provincial and with his consent and opinion, he can be admitted” (CC 15).


    “…for this task it is necessary to look for persons who possess great charity and patience …” (Memorial to Paulo V, 1615).


    “…as all holy councils clearly state, and for this reason it must be done by those who are most suitable and with more talent”. (Memorial Paulo V, 1615).


    “Be solicitous of assigning suitable people to the different services of the house; and particularly for the literary and spiritual training (Educators for classes and pastoral) (CC 191).


    - Assessment:


    “Observe with attention how each one carries out his obligations. In that way, you will be able to confirm or remove him from that commitment” (CC 190).


    “Visít them frequently and see whether they are conscientious in doing what they have been entrusted with” (CC 191).


    - Vision-Mission:


    Our Congregation is... and for everything that has to do with the good education of the youngsters in the service of God (what), for this task it is necessary to look for persons who possess great charity and patience (with whom), since it is on this type of work that the reform of the Christian Republic is based (what for), as all holy councils clearly state, and for this reason it must be done by those who are most suitable and with more talent (with whom). (Memorial to Paulo V, 1615).


    “Our Congregation tends to the conscientious education of the child as its genuine aim. As stated by many Ecumenical Councils, the reform of society depends on it


    4. HOW DO WE ORGANIZE OURSELVES? EDUCATIONAL COMMUNITY STRUCTURE: (Governing bodies, Teaching staff, Pupils, Tutors, Services, AMPA-AA.AA. (Parents Assoc.), Others, Definition, Composition, Functions, Interrelationships.)


    a. Governing bodies:


    - Director Rector:


    “…good at dealing with practical problems, blessed with the gift of discretion; who knows, in its time and place, how to combine demand with affability... A man who is also of such virtue and character that the General or the Provincial may, on their orders, entrust him with the service of authority with full confidence” (CC 186 and 187).


    b. Educational Community:


    There was an educational community in which everyone had to be listened to not just the director, and this too was a contribution to the better running of the school:


    - “It is my wish that, at least once a week, during the community leisure time, you hold a meeting about our things and how they could go better, listening to everybody’s opinion, since the Holy Spirit often speaks through the mouth of the person you least expect; and use all diligence to improve the way work is done... ((EP. 132. Date: 12/13/16).


    - I wrote two or three weeks ago that a Meeting should be held in that house for common satisfaction, dealing with what is necessary for the precise observance of matters related to the house and the schools, since it can often happen that the Superior forgets certain things of which he will be reminded in this way, and many eyes see better than one. If you stay united in this way and the Superior does not take it wrong to be warned of something, the observance will go well; but if the Superior thinks that he is the absolute master he is totally deceiving himself and God will allow him to make many mistakes, which would not happen if he humbled himself to ask the opinion of others in the house. I hope the Lord will grant you the grace to remain united and in agreement, because in this way we will serve God, which is what we all must wish for... (EP. 1182. Date: 08/17/1629).


    c. Others:


    - “Besides other people in charge, there must be a confessor for the pupils. With great charity and benevolence” (CC 193).


    - “There will also be, if possible, another priest to lead Continuous Prayer” (CC 194).


    5. WHAT ARE THE MEANS AVAILABLE TO US? FORMALIZATIÓN OF THE ORGANIZATION: Internal rules and regulations and others regarding organization and operations.


    a. Means:


    - …: in the first place, a church with the necessary equipment and in keeping with our poverty, as it was already said; the school for the pupils; the house for our people, modestly furnished; the library, stocked according to our needs and a vegetable patch next to it, to avoid idleness” (CC 178).


    b. Organization:


    - “Homogeneity in the organization of our houses will be very useful for our people and a reason for people from outside to have a good concept of us” (CC 185).


    c. Internal rules and regulations:


    - “And then watch over the observance of the Rules and Constitutions on the part of the religious, and the Regulations of the day pupils” (CC 189).


    7. CONCLUSION


    Evidently, the Spirit is impelling us to action, and that is why this educational action of ours is an evangelazing one. Our educational action is different from any other educational action, and this is why Calasanz remains until the end and until his death with no fear of men but indeed in the fear of God, which makes his heart feel a paternal and loving reverence toward God, without servile fear.


    On the basis of the motto Spirit and letters itself, we say that the Order is the Pious Schools and the Pious Schools are the Order. Each one implies the other. They are one. Lay people and religious work on the same task, as Calasanz did it since the beginning in the Institute of the Pious Schools, as it was called then. Nowadays, the evolution of the Church and present circumstances have made it posible for us to understand what Vatican II said, and this is why we share the charism we have described with lay people and we are in the same Scolapian being and ministry.


    We must always position ourselves before a man: a Saint but human. Spiritual but practical. Compassionate but also a manager. Affectionate but upright, and so on, we could continue stating qualities that might at times appear to be conflicting but are one in him. In short, he is a man in the full sense of the word - realistic, normal, educationalist and saint.


    I conclude with the same words used by Calasanz. May all be: “In the service of God and for the benefit of our neighbor. In the love of God and for the benefit of our neighbor. For the glory of God and for the benefit of our neighbor”. The first part changes, but the second part never changes. So, as it is written at the beginning of the Constitutions, I also say, may this be “For the greater glory of God and for the benefit of our neighbor”.
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